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OUTLINE OF THIS SECOND READER. 


Grading. — In order to grade a series of Readers perfectly, three things 
are observed : 

1. The Vocabulary. — This has a slightly different object in this 
Reader from that in the First. In the first book the Vocabulary was 
made up of the words which the children easily recognized when spoken, 
and its object was to familiarize the pupils with the printed (or written) 
form of these words, alone and in combination. The Vocabulary in the 
Second Reader continues this work, but aims also to increase the number 
of words in the child's vocabulary. 

Thus, words are selected that the pupil ought to know in order to 
express properly the ideas which he has. These words are so skillfully 
woven into the lessons as to guide the children both in knowing what 
they mean and in using them with such meaning. Proper grading, then, 
consists in using only such words as the child recognizes when spoken 
orally, or which represent ideas which the child has, but for the expres- 
sion of which he has no vocabulary. It is believed that this has never 
been previously considered or secured. 

2. The Lessons lead to a higher plane of thought and expression by 
easy steps. It is not education to tell a child only what he knows, nor to 
vulgarize the form of expression to the ordinary child's common usage. 
Each lesson in the successive Readers should add to the pupil's knowl- 
edge, and help him in its correct expression. Then he will ultimately 
have ideas and be able to express them correctly in simple, direct form, 
which is elegant, classical English. 

3. The Development of each lesson is systematic, based on previous 
work, and calculated to give accurate knowledge and exact expression. 
Too many people in the world never see or know a thing exactly as it is, 
and few can tell it exactly as they know it. Accuracy, exactness, should 
never be left to chance or to mathematical training. From the beginning 
of the school-course to its end, one aim should be exactness both in thought 
and expression. 

Lesson Peepaeation. — This must not be overlooked. It includes : 
X. A List of Words, which need attention for (a) their spelling (let- 
ters and sounds), (b) their meaning, (c) their pronunciation. 

2. A Drill on the Lesson. — This covers (a) a study of the illustra- 
tion ; (6) the formation of words (by sounds — from two or more words— 

ill 


iv SECOND READER, 

by the use of a very few simple prefixes and suffixes); (c) copying titles, 
paragraphs, verses, etc. 

3. Language Lessons. — These are found in each of the other exer- 
cises, but, in addition, include (a) grammatical forms, (plurals, parts of 
speech, eta ) ; {b) questions on the lessons and illustrations, to be answered 
orally or in writing, in complete sentences, either to get a changed verb- 
form or to draw out the meaning of the lesson ; (c) making sentences con- 
taining words, in order to explain their meaning; (d) punctuation. 

4. Composition. — This is a continuation of the Language Lessons, and 
is used in its simplest forms, such as (a) filling in blanks, (b) giving 
the lesson from an outline, (c) telling a poem in prose form, (d) making 
an outline of a lesson. 

5. Phonics. — The sounds are taught gradually from the tables, and 
are applied in the Lessons, while common errors are effectuaUy guarded 
against. 

6. Grouping. — By this is meant collecting in groups the expressions 
that are to be read as a single word. This was taught in the preceding 
books, and should be continued all through the course. It has nothing 
to do with punctuation, but rests solely on the meaning. The pauses 
after these groups are called Rhetorical pauses. Next to knowing the 
meaning of a lesson, the most important thing in reading it well is the 
proper grouping. This brings out the emphasis, inflection, and tone ; 
and the pause after each group enables one to look at the succeeding 
group before reading it. 

7. Silent Reading. — This is the key to all book-knowledge, as well as 
to proper oral reading. 

To read for ideas is the secret of rapid work in learning the (Geography 
or History lesson, and, in fact, of nine tenths of all reading. Without 
it, oral reading is simply naming words, and must be too often sense- 
less. Silent Reading to get the idea is therefore taught and insisted 
on from the first to the last book of this Series. 

8. Matter. — Reading is first, but even that is better taught by selec- 
tions in pure English covering information and ideas, and aiming at the 
highest mental and moral development of the pupils in the various 
branches, of knowledge. Interest is gained by giving the child a sense of 
improvement and a feeling of added power. The selections cover a wide 
field of thought, and thus give variety to sustain and increase the inter- 
est, while leading the pupil to observe and to think about the oonmion 
things around him. 
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TABLES. VOWEL SOUNDS. 


I' 


y 

00 


me, they 
mine 

mow 

muse 

my 
moon 


breve 


big 

b6g 

bug 

hymn 
hdbk 


dots 


are 

all 


police 
do 

rude 


dot 


J ask 
(was 


(won 
Iwolf 

pull 


circum- 
flex 
A 


h6r 
sir 

w5rk 


m^rrA 


c&re 
th^re 


c6rn 
ftir 


a = 6 ; e, o, 

and u = 1 ; 

u = 6; o = wfi; 

u = w; y = 6. 


any(e) 
pretty(i) 

|o]i^'(wu) 
I womenp) 
qnit{w) 
bu^^y{j) 
bury(e) 
qway(e) 


si 

ll 

-as 


I 


2- 


2. EQUIVALENT VOWEL SOUNDS. 


a= 6 

a= S 

e = a 

l = ii 

i = e 

6 = a 

6 = u 

y = i 


was, n5t 
many, sazd, met 
thet/, veil, m^y 
thire, fh^ir, cdre 
police, me 
f6r, fall 
son, sun 
my, mine 
hfmUy him 


= u 
U =P 
00 = o 
00 = u 
ou = ow 
oy = oi 


wolf, pull 
rude, do 
moon, do 
bo'bk, pull 
out, cow 
boy, oil 


4 gj« » 




It 


6 = 1 = = y = u 
h6r, fir, work, myrrA, urge 


ip 

5 8 


2-a 


1^ 


3. CONSONANTS. REGULAR SOUNDS. 

9 soft, like s (mer9y); e hard, like k (eat); ch, unmarked, 
as in child; 9h soft, like sh (<^haise); g (or unmarked) hard 
(go); g soft, like j (age); th sharp, unmarked (thin); iii flat, 
or vocal (thee); ng, unmarked (sing); n (sink); ?, like gz 
(exact) ; x-, unmarked, like ks (extreme) ; g, like z (is) ; qu, un- 
marked, like kw (quite) ; wh, unmarked, like hw (when). 

4. CONSONANTS. EQUIVALENTS. 

gh = p (hiccough); gh = f (cough); d = t (looked); di = j 
(soldier) ; ph = f (rhilip); c, ce, or ci = sh (ocean); s, se, or si = 
sh (nauseous, mission, sure); t or ti = sh (nation, partial, pa- 
tient); sc or sci = sh (conscience); ph = v (Stephen); x = z 
(Xenophon) ; x = ksh (noxious, luxury) ; s or si = zh (vision) ; 
z or zi = zh (azure, glazier); t or ti = zh (transition); g = zh 
(rouge); f = v (of); sc = zz (discern); c = z (suffice); ss =zz 
(hussar). 
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VOCAL DRILL. 


IX 


VOWELS. (SOUNDS, NOT LETTERS.) 

may, day, say, gay a, a, a, a (long) 

me, he, be, we ....... 6, e, e, e (long) 

pie, high, tie, lie i, i, i, i (long) 

16, no, so, go o, o, 6, o (long) 

use, cue, hue, due u, u, u, u (long) 

*a, e, 1, 6, u. ma, me, mi, mo, mu. 


m-a ma 

m-e me m-i 

mi 

m-o 

mo 


m-u mu 

km, km . 

. . a, & (short) 

m^t. 

met 


6, 

6 (short) 

in, in . 

. . i, i (short) 

5n, 

5n 


6. 

6 (short) 

up, up . 

. . u, u (short) 

h 

, e. 

i. 

6, 

u. 

*mh, ma 

me, me mi, mi 

mo. 

mo 


mu, mu 

m-& m& 

m-6 mS m-i mi 

m-6 

m6 


m-u mu 

pa, pa . 

. ii, a (Italian) 

do. 

do 

. 

. 

. . Q, 

law, law . 

. (I, a (broad) 

pull. 

pull . 

. 

. 

. . u,u 

ask, ask . 

. a, a (intermed.) 

ddre. 

d&re . 

• 

• 

. . A, & 

*ma, ma 

* ma,* ma ma, ma 

mo,' 

mo 


mu, mu 

m-a ma 

m-a ma m-a ma 

m-o 

mo 


m-u mu 

fe, a. 

&, a, a. 

a, 

a, 


6, Q 

me, may 

, mast, mare, m&n. 

ma, maw, 

mow, mo 

n> 

i, g, 6, 

u. 

' 

^> 

u 

fine. 

fin, fM, f^ 

>P> 

fiin. 

fyll 

fume 


* Use other coneonants with these soands in the same way as m is ased in the above 
lines ; e.g.^ instead of m-ft mft, m-e me, etc., give the line, b-ft bft, b-6 b6, etc. Every 
vowel sound in our language is given on this page. There are many equivalents^ but no 
other vowel sounds, t These combinations are given to teach the proper discriminations, 
and to develop the vocal organs. It is a good exercise to sing them to the scale, with 
one, two, or more utterances of each sound to each tone of the scale. 
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VOCAL DRILL. 


CONSONANTS 

, (SOUNDS, 

NOT LETTERS.) 

h&be, 

ebh . 

. h. 

b, b. 

b . 

. b-a-b^. 

6-bb. 

€&t, 

taek 

. k. 

k, k. 

k . 

. €-a-t. 

t-&-€k. 

day. 

bad. 

. d. 

d, d, 

d . 

. d-ay. 

b-a-d. 

fat. 

6ft . 

. i, 

f, f. 

f . 

. f-a-t. 

6-fE. 

g5, 

6gg. 

g. 

g. g. 

g . 

. g-o. 

e-gg- • 

he. 

hat . 

. h. 

h, h. 

h . 

. h-a-t. 

h-e. 

joy. 

age . 

• g. 

g. g> 

g • 

. j-oy. 

a-ge. 

Kat«, 

take. 

. k. 

k, k. 

k . 

. K-a-t6, 

t-a-kd. 

dull, 

lull . 

. 1, 

1, 1, 

1 . 

. 1-6-11, 

d-u-ll. 

may, 

aim . 

. m. 

m, m. 

m . 

. m-ay. 

ai-m. 

fun. 

niin . 

• n. 

n, n. 

n . 

. n-u-n. 

f-u-n. 

pip«, 

pip . 

• P> 

p. p. 

P • 

. p-J-p, 

p-i-pe. 

rat. 

tar . 

• r. 

r, r. 

r . 

. r-a-t. 

t-a-r. 

sap, 

pass . 

• 8, 

S, 8, 

8 . 

. s-a-p. 

p-a-8S. 

taek, 

€at . 

■ t. 

t, t. 

t . 

. t-a-€k. 

€-a-t. 

vaive. 

eave. 

• V, 

V, V, 

V . 

. v-8,-l-ve. 

e-BL-Ye. 

■we. 

will. 

. w. 

w, w, 

w . 

. w-e. 

W-l-11. 

y6s. 

yet . 

• J> 

y> y. 

y • 

. j-i-s, 

y-6-t. 

z6st. 

bHZZ 

. z. 

z, z. 

z . 

. Z-S-S-t, 

b-u-zz. 

sing. 

ring. 

• ng. 

ng, ng 

.ng 

• s-^ng, 

r-i-ng. 

thin. 

ndrth 

. th. 

th, th, 

th 

. th-i-n. 

n-6-r-th. 

th6n. 

with , 

. tb. 

th, thj 

th 

. th-e-n. 

w-i-tb. 

chtirch, 

Wrch 

. eh. 

ch, ch 

,ch 

. ch-li-r-ch. 

l-ti-r-ch. 

seizure, 

azure 

• z. 

z, z. 

z . 

. 8-ei-z-u-re 

, a-z-u-re. 

she. 

wph 

. sh. 

sh, shj 

, sh 

. sh-e. 

w-§,-sh. 


Note.— Pronounce both words slowly, dwelling on the sound you wish to teach. 
After giving the word several times, make the word from the sounds. Begin with one 
easy word, and go very slowly. 


VOCAL DRILL. 6; xC. fi<> 


REPRESENTATIONS OF ALL VOWEL SOUNDS. <^ ^ 


a : ate, aid, may, break, gawge, gaol, aye. 

a : &t, plS,id, gwS-r&ntee. 

a : arm, awnt, heart, gward, bazaar. 

A: d^re, fair, bedr, pr%er, A&ron. 

a : ask (when followed by the smooth r, it becomes 4). 

^ : f^lZ, ftwe, f r§wd, a?d. 

a : was. 

ft : senate, ravftge (long a in unaccented syllables). 

a : (unmarked = 6) many, said, says ; (a = 6) liar ; as in 
final (marked by Worcester as obscure; left unmarked by 
Webster). 

e : me, eat, bgef, thief, deceit, key, people, Portuguese, 
-4egis, oesophagus. 

6 : m§t, h§ad, diaeresis, hSifer, jeopardy, friend, Oedipus, 
gwest. 

e: they, veil, m^lee. 

^ : th^re, th^ir, m^lee. 

6 : h6r, h6ard, gw6rdon. 

5 : event, create (long e in unaccented syllables). 

e: (unmarked = i) pretty, been; (= a) sergeant; recent 
(marked by Worcester as obscure ; left unmarked by Webster), 
i : ice, die, gwide, hei^At, aisle, 
i : fir. 

i : !t, duties, hulU, captaJn, foreiyn, carriage, tortoise. 
t : Idea (long I in unaccented syllables). 
i : police. 
o : no, oats, blow, tour, hoe, d5or, yeoman, owe. 

6 : 6n, kn6w\edge, 16wgh. 
: do, bloom (or oo), shoe. 

6 : bdrn, bought, brdad, Gedrge, extraordinary, 
o : wolf, brook (or ob). 
5 : w5rk. 


Cf 


xii VOCAL DRILL. 


6 : sdn, nation (ti = sh), towch, bldod, do^s, porpdtse, 
cushion, dungeon. 

6 : Obey (long 5 in unaccented syllables). 

o : (unmarked = i) women. 

u : use, hue, jutce, lien, beauty, mantua-maker, neuter, 
youth, yule. 

u : us, nervous. 

^ : rude, groyp, trye, f rytt, manoeuvre. 

A : f iir, scourge. 

u : fulZ, wouM. 

t : trnte (long u in unaccented syllables). 

u : (unmarked = i) busy ; (= S) bury ; (= w) quit. 

y : my, huf, rye, aye, eye (= i). 

y : hymn (=i). 

S : myrtle (= i). 

y : (unmarked = e) quay. 

f : h^ena (long y in unaccented syllables). 

DIPHTHONGS. 

A real, or proper, diphthong consists of two vowel sounds in 
one syllable. When two vowels are written together, and one 
is silent, it is an improper diphthong. All the long vowels but 
e are real diphthongs, while most of the apparent diphthongs 
are improper. 

oi (6-i or ^A) = oy (6 6-fy) :*: eoi, boil, boy, bourgeoise. 
ou (a-u or a-6o) = ow = eo . . . out, crowd, Macleod. 

PECULIAR EQUIVALENTS. 

hautboy (au = o), beau (eau = o)^ sew (ew = o). 
grew (ew = Q = oo), dew (ew = u), few (ew = u). 
view (iew = u), ewe = u, beaufin (eau = i or o). 


PUNCTUATION. xiii 


PUNCTUATION AND DEFINITIONS. 

The period ( . ) is used after a statement or a command, and 
to show that letters are omitted. 

The comma (,), semicolon (;), and colon (:) are used 
between the parts of a sentence to make the meaning plain. 

The apostrophe C) is used to denote ownership, and to 
show that letters have been omitted. 

The quotation marks ( ^^ " ) are used to denote that the 
words inclosed by them were spoken exactly as they are printed. 

The exclamation point ( ! ) shows surprise, astonishment, 
or alarm. 

The interrogation point (?) is used at the end of a 
question. 

The hyphen ( - ) connects the syllables of a word, and also 
the words that form a compound word. 

Parentheses ( ) inclose explanations or illustrations of the 
regular text. 

The dash ( — ) is used to denote an unfinished sentence, a 
break or sudden change in the sense ; to increase the length of 
a pause, and, instead of stai*s (**), to show that letters or 
words are omitted. 

1. A name-word (or noun) is the name of anything. 

(A noun is said to be in the sinmdar number if it means but one^ and in the plural 
number if it means more than oneT) 

2. An action-word (or verb) is a word that expresses action. 

3. A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. 

4. A quqjity-word (or adjective) is any word that tells the 
quality of any object. 

5. A describing-word (or adverb) is a word that tells how, 
when, why, or where an action is done. 

6. Connecting-words (prepositions and conjunctions) 
are words that connect other words, and show how or why they 
are joined together. 

7. An intellection is a word expressing surprise, alarm, 
astonishment, or pain. 

8. A sentence is the complete expression of a thought in 
words. (A sentence must always contain at least two words — a 
noun or pronoun and a verb— expressed or understood, and 
should always begin with a capital letter.) 

9. A question is a sentence used to ask something. 

10. A statement is a sentence used to state something. 

11. An exclamation is a sentence used to express pain, 
astonishment, alarm, or surprise. 



B 
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I. THE STRANGE VISITOR. 

1. The schoolroom was very quiet. The 
boys and girls were all busy with their les- 
sons. It was a warm day, and the windows 
were wide open. 

2. The birds were singing in the tree near 
the schoolhouse, but the children did not 
hear them. 

3. Quietly a strange visitor came through 
the open door, and, with her few little ones, 
slowly walked to the middle of the room. 

4. Then she stood and waited. No one 
gave her a seat, for no one knew she was 
there. 

5. Even the teacher, working at her desk, 
had not seen her caller. 

6. The visitor looked round the room as 
if to see where she and her family could 
rest for a few minutes, but there was not an 
empty seat. 

7. At last she turned to the platform, where 

15 
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the teacher was sitting, and, with her children 
close around her, stood near the teacher's 
chair, 

8. No one saw her, and she stood still, as if 
waiting to be noticed ; then she spoke. 

9. " Cluck, cluck ! ^' said she, in quite a 
loud voice, and the teacher and children 
jumped nearly out of their seats. 

10. When they saw the queer little hen and 
her five chickens, they all laughed, and the 
teacher said, ^^ Mrs. White Hen, we are glad 
to see you, but the school for chickens is out 
in the field ;'^ and the hen with her brood 
walked away, to find the right school. 


1. Quiet (qu=kw), window, middle, visitor, waited, family, 
empty, turned, close, noticed (d=t), platform, brood, jumped 

(d=t). 

2. Was the room noisy f Were the children idle? Was 
the door shut f Did the hen walk rapidly to the center of 
the room ? Did the hen stand close by the teacher ? Was 
this school in the country ? Was it winter ? What mark is 
used after Mrs.? Is Mrs. a short form for Mistress f What 
is meant by a brood of chickens ? What do you call a number 
of geese ? of cattle ? of sheep ? of soldiers ? Find words in 
the lesson in which ee, ie, or ea have the sound of e. Is a 
sailor one who sails ? Is a visitor one who visits ? Is a caller 
one who calls ? What can you see in the picture that is 
not mentioned in the story ? Change the word family to 
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make it mean more than one. What words in the first para- 
graph would you read as one word ? Would you read the 
first sentence, | The schoolroom was | | very quiet | , or 
I The schoolroom i 1 was very quiet , ? In the second sen- 
tence, would you make the sense- words | The boys and girls | 
I were all busy | 1 with their lessons | ? Be careful, generally, 
to stop after a sense word or group only a second or two. The 
shortest pause possible is all that is generally required, but 
sometimes the sense shows that a longer pause is needed. In 
grouping words, take no notice of the punctuation, excepting 
as far as necessary to help you to understand the sense. 
Every lesson should be marked in groups for reading, until 
you make the pauses properly. The slightest mark that will 
catch the eye is all that need be made. ^'Quietly | a strange 
visitor I came through the open door | and | with her few little 
ones I slowly walked to the middle of the room.'^ 

Note.— Under 1 will be fonnd a list of words. These are (o) to be spelled by letter; (b) 
to be spelled by sonnd, marked, and the silent letters indicated; (c) to be defined as far as 
definitions are needed to show that pupils understand their meaning in the lesson. This 
can be done by using them in sentences, by giving their opposites, by giving synonyms, 
or simply in the pupirs own language. Dictionary definitions are generally good, but, in 
many cases, not so desirable for these lessons as the simple meaning that the pupils can 
be led to give for themselves. Take the word loindow^ for example. Pupils know what 
a window is, but they may not be able to express themselves. Lead them to do so by 
talking and questioning about it until they can clearly define it, both as the opening in 
the wall to let in light and air, and the sash or door that closes it. This cultivates the 
powers of observation, thought, and expression, and is a better definition for them than 
"an aperture . . . for the intromission of light." 

If pupils have not been well drilled on the tables^ and can not spell the words by 
sound, begin at once a drill on the tables, and apply the sounds as fast as learned to the 
words in the list for spelling. 

Under 2 will be found a few questions to guide the work in language, thought, expres- 
sion, ete. These questions should generally be answered in complete sentences. The 
words or forms in the questions are often different from those in the lesson, and the 
answers should use the words of the lesson to show that both words are understood. 
The second exercise in this lesson has been made quite complete as a guide to the work 
expected in future lessons. The few questions inserted in each lesson are merely sug- 
gestions. Every class can easily cover the work outlined, and most classes can and 
should do a great deal more. Do not limit the work in any direction to the outline 
given, but use this as a guide only. 
2 


18 SECOND READER. 


II. THE LITTLE BIRDS. 

1. Here are three little birds in a nest, 

In a nest high up in a tree; 
They swing in the sun all day, 
As happy as happy can be. 

2. What if the birdies should fall, 

Fall from their nest so high? 
Their feathers have not yet grown, 
And no one has taught them to fly. 

3. By and by their wings will grow strong. 

Grow strong; and some bright sunny 
day. 
Taught by their birdie mamma, 
They will fly through the air away. 


1. Sunny, feathers, taught, grow, strong. 

2. Where are the birds ? Where is their nest ? What do 
they do ? How happy are they ? If they should drop out of 
their nest, would they get hurt ? Have their feathers grown ? 
When will their wings grow strong ? Who will teach them to 
fly ? What will they do then ? What sound has ea in feath- 
ers f au in taught f What is nest the name of ? Of birdie's 
home ? Is it a name-word ? Tell three words in the lesson 
that are the names of some things. 

I In a nest i i high up in a tree i . In a similar way mark 
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the groups in the second line of the second stanza, and in the 
first and second lines of the last stanza. 

NoTB.— Answers to 3 will tell the entire poem in prose. If papils can write well 
enongh, this would be better written. 
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^..a^i^^^^ 


^1^;^%^^^^^^^. 



'y^^'Z^^^^i^^^^^ay. 



1. Feeds, thought, now, teach. 

2. What did the bird think? Who cares for these birds ? 
Of what is a bird's nest made ? Who makes it ? Do all 
birds make nests in trees ? Would birds fly if they were not 
taught? Group the words in the second paragraph. Is 
mamma a name- word ? Give two name-words not in the les- 
son. What sound has ou in thought f What sound of a is 
like this ? What is the sound of th f What letters are 
silent ? What words can you make from feed? Tell the 
poem in your own language. Compare your work with this 
lesson. Is anything told in prose that is not in the poem ? 

Note.— As the entire lesson should be grouped^ only a few groapings are asked for, 
shnply to remind you at first of the value of doing this work well. To make words 
from a given word, use prefixes, snfllxes, and other words ; e. g., ««€, seeing^ saWy unseen. 
The parts of speech are developed as an aid to reading and to expression. 
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IV. THE EARTH. 

1. Mamma says that the earth is round 
like a ball. It does not look round, but 
mamma knows about it, and so it must be 
round. 

2. I know it is very large, and is made up 
of land and water. There are many little 
ponds and many large ponds, or lakes, on the 
earth. 



3. There are five very large ponds, called 
oceans. There are some great lakes, but they 
are not so large as the oceans. 

4. One day I went with papa to see the 
ocean. Oh, how large it was ! I could not 
see across it. 
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5. Papa and I went into the water. It was 
very cold and very salt. 

6. I got some of the salt water in my 
mouth, and did not like it. 

7. The water in all the oceans is salt, but in 
almost all the lakes and ponds the water is 
fresh. 


1. Lakes, oceans, fresh, does, salt, almost, land, ponds. 

2. What ocean did this boy see ? Did you ever see a lake 
or a pond ? Where was it ? What sound has ey in they ? Is 
the y silent ? Then jjj sounds like what letter ? jjej = ^Aj 
Can you tell what oceans touch the United States ? Change 
to questions the first sentence in paragraph five, and the whole 
of seven. What words can you make from large (r, at) ? 
from call {ed, ing) ? 


V. THE OCEAN. 


1. When I was down by the ocean I saw 
large ships sail on it. They go to places a 
long way off. 

2. Papa says they go so far that the men on 
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them do not see land for many days. I can see 
in the picture the way they go. How can they 
find their way on the water in the night ? 

3. They look at the stars, and the stars 
tell them where to go. Then they have a 
little needle in a box. This needle always 
points to the north. 



4. With this needle and the stars they find 
their way on the water as well as I can on 
the land. 

5. I like to sail on the salt water. Papa 
and mamma and I went out on the ocean to 
sail. Mamma did not like it very well, and 
wanted papa to sail back to the land. 
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6. I saw many fish in the salt water, and 
men in boats were catching them. 

^ (ionnj Ajyw^ orb J^<M^ uwlVb . 


1. Places, went, catching, north, points, needle. 

2. Can you point to the north ? Do you know any salt 
water fish ? What sound has a in any and many f It sounds 
like what other letter ? ^^ Group the words in paragraph 5. 
When you speak of yourself and of some one else, which do 
you name first ? Did they go in a boat ? Did he see the 
fish ? What words can you make from sail {ed, ing, or) ? looJcf 
point f 

Note.— Words are sometimes given nnder 1 that have been previously put in the 
list of words. This is either because they are difficult or are used with a different 
meaning. 


THE HOLIDAY, 25 


VI. THE HOLIDAY. 


1. Put up your books and slates to-day; 

This is the sunny first of June, 
And we will go this afternoon 
Over the hills and far away. 

2. Hurrah! we^ll have a holiday, 

And through the wood and up the glade 
We'll go, in sunshine and in shade. 
Over the hills and far away. 

3. The wild rose blooms on every spray. 

In all the sky is not a cloud. 
And merry birds are singing loud. 
Over the hills and far away. 

4. Not one of us behind must stay. 

But little ones and all shall go, 
Where summer breezes gently blow. 
Over the hills and far away. 

1. Hurrah, holiday, glade, spray, behind, breezes. 

2. What is a holiday ? What words can you make from 
noon f Give the name-words in the first two stanzas. What 
is left out in We'll ? What word means ^' a small branch or 
twig^'? What other meaning can you give to the same word ? 
Why does June begin with a capital ? What sound has u in 
June f Mark the sound of oo in noon. What sound has ow 
in blow? 


r 
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VII. FRESH WATER FISH. 



1. There are a great many fish in fresh 
water. Boys often catch them with a hook. 

2. The brook trout 
are very small, but 
I like them better 
than the larger trout 
that live in ponds 
and lakes. 

3. The salmon look like large trout, but 
their flesh is of a reddish color, while the 
flesh of the trout is almost white. 

4. Salmon are found both in fresh and salt 
water, but Msflff^ 
fish, like pickerel, 
trout, and perch, 
live only in fresh 
water. 

5. Many fresh water fish have relations that 
live in salt water. The salmon and trout 
belong to the same family, and the sea bass 
is a salt water perch, with its tongue covered 
with little teeth. 
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1. Relations, salmon, trout, perch, sea bass, reddish, pickerel. 

2. Do all fish have scales ? Do fish have teeth ? Can fish 
breathe under water ? What kinds of fish have you' seen ? 



VIII. THE SALT WATER FISH. 

1. The fish that Hve in the ocean are larger 
than the fresh water fish. The codfish, the 
bluefish, and the 

haUbut are among 
the common salt 
water fish that are 
eaten everywhere. 

2. Oysters, lobsters, and clams are called 
shellfish, because they are covered with a 
hard shell, while most fish are covered with 
scales. 

3. When I got the salt water in my mouth 
I did not like it. But I think that the fish in 
the ocean must like salt water to swim in and 
to drink. 

4. There is no fi:'esh water in the ocean, and 
if the fish drink any water it must be salt. 
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5. Sometimes, when I was on the water, I 
could see the fishes swim by the boat. 

6. A boy can swim fast, but I think no 

boy can swim as 
fast as a fish. 

7. A boy swims 
with his hands and 
feet, but a fish has 
no hands or feet. 

8. He swims with his fins, and uses them 
as boys use their hands and feet. You can 
see the fins in the pictures of fish. I can 
swim a Uttle, but not very fast. 

9. I tried to catch a fish, but my hook was 
not a good one. The fish would watch the 
hook when I let it down into the water, but 




they would not take it. I believe I can 
catch one with a good hook. 
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(jLyJUjJvJInxxbl^^ 


1. Halibut, oysters, lobsters, clams, scales, fins, believe. 

2. Do fish drink salt water ? Point out the parts of the 
fish in the pictures. 


IX. THE FLY. 


1. Baby-bye, here^s a fly ; 

Let us watch him, you and I; 
How he crawls up the walls, 
Yet he never falls! 

2. I believe, with six such legs, 
You and I could walk on eggs; 
There he goes, on his toes, 
Tickling Baby's nose. 

3. I can show you, if you choose, 
Where to look to find his shoes ; 
Three small pairs, made of hairs — . 
These he always wears. 
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4. Tongues to talk have you and I. 
God has given this little fly 
No such things; so he sings 
With his buzzing wings. 

Q^JxLJ^XJ^ [AJ>t/rV\XlAAJL2). 
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1. Baby-bye, goes, given, walls, crawls, such, pairs, tickling. 

2. A fly crawls up what walls ? Has a fly six legs ? Do 
you believe you could walk on eggs ? Did a fly ever tickle 
your nose ? How many pairs of shoes do you wear ? Do 
they wear out ? Do a fly^s shoes wear out ? What do you 
talk and sing with ? What sound has o in shoes ? Has it the 
sound of in dof ^ Give the name- words in the second 
stanza. In the second line of the poem, why in '' you and I^* 
is / last ? Do you find the same words used again in the 
poem ? Are they always in this order ? What words can you 
make from watch (es, ing, ed, un, ful) ? from go f 


X. ABOUT COWS. 

1. In the winter time, when there is no 
grass in the field, the cows are given hay 
and grain to eat. 

2. But as soon as the sun and rain make 
the green grass grow again, the cows are put 
out to feed on it. They Hke the new grass 
better than the old, dry hay. 

3. I can see seven cows in the picture. 
Four of them have horns, and three have no 
horns. 
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4. It is time for the men to milk the cows, 
and John is caUing them home. 





5, Milk is good 
to drink, and but- 
ter and cheese are made 


If ' 
^.V:^*^^^J^^ ^^ When milk is pnt into 


^^Mf^^te^ '^/^^ pans, the cream comes to the 
. /'^ *' ' top of it. Then the cream is 
taken off the milk and is made into butter. 


(MwxJb cLc rixrD mxxaMj Xlu/wv . 
(Buttx/b lb nmxjuLb (yl cAjux/vw. 
UnjuMy lb nmxxAjb ^/ucrwb rmXfe/. 
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1. Eain, field, grain, again, calling, grass, horns, butter, 
cheese, cream, taken, seven. 

2. Do you know how butter is made ? When does the 
green grass grow ? What is done with cows in the winter ? 
What is grain ? What animals eat grass ? Group the second 
paragraph. What words can you make from milk {s, ed, ing^ 
un) ? What is the sound of a in grass f fast f ask ? ^ ^ 


XI. THE OLD CLOCK. 

1. There is a large old clock on the stairs 
at my house. It never stops, but goes ^^ tick, 
tick, tick ! ^^ all the time, day and night. 

2. Every hour it strikes. Hear it ! ^^ Ding, 
ding, ding, ding ! ^^ It is four o^clock. 

3. I can tell the time by looking at its 
hands. The long hand points to XII., and 
the short hand points to IIII. 

4. The short hand is the hour hand, and 
tells what hour it is. The long hand is the 
minute hand, and it tells the minutes. 

5. Where do the hands point at noon? 
Where do they point when you get up ? 

6. Before clocks and watches were made, 
there were many ways of telling the time. 

7. My father has a sun-clock, a water- 
clock, and a sand-glass. I can tell the time 
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by the sun-clock from the shadow of a little 
pin. This shadow points to the hour. 

8. Father says that this 
way of finding the time is 
told of in the Bible, and 
has been known for thou- 
sands of years. 

i+. The water-clock is a 
little bottle, with the hours 
marked on the side. To 
wind up this clock ^' 
you fill the bottle 
with water. There 
is a little hole in the 
bottom of the bot- 
tle, and, as the 
water runs out, the 
top of the water 
shows the hours. 

10. The sand-glass 
looks like two halves 
of an Qgg, fastened 
together at the ends. 
One glass is filled with sand, which runs into 
the other glass through a little hole. 

11. The one father has is called an hour- 
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glass, because it takes an hour for all the 
sand to run out; but there are three-minute 
and five-minute glasses, and I do not know 
how many others. 

Jitb Jnn/nxib teXt tAjb Xajvyxju . 

1. Fastened, shadow, thousands, bottle, marked, hour, 
ding, short, tick, stairs, noon. 

2. What is left out in o'clock f How many minutes in an 
hour ? When the clock strikes, how can you tell the hour ? 
What word in the third paragraph tells what the long hand 
does ? Words that tell the action of anything are action- 
words. Points is what kind of a word ? Name three other 
action-words in the lesson. What letters are silent in fast- 
ened? What words can you make from old? stop? run? 
fasten? What sound has u in minute? Has it the same 
sound as u in busy ? Is it the same as Hn minute ? 


XII. MONEY. 


1. When I was a very little boy, mother 
sent me down to the store to buy something 
for her. 
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2. She gave me half a dollar, and told me 
that I must get thirty cents in change. If 
the storekeeper had given me a quarter and 
a nickel, I should have known that I had 
the thirty cents ; but he gave me in change 
one ten-cent piece, two nickels, and a lot of 
cents. 

3. I could not tell how much they all made, 
and ran home with the money to see if it was 
right. 

4. Mother said she thought I ought to learn 
to make change, and so every day she and I 
played store, until I could always tell how to 
change any piece of money. 

5. I found that in a dollar there were one 
hundred cents, or two half-dollars, or four 
quarters, or ten dimes, or twenty nickels. 

6. Then I knew that in a half-dollar there 
were fifty cents, or two quarters, or five 
dimes, or ten nickels ; and that in a quarter 
there were twenty-five cents, or two dimes 
and one nickel, or five nickels. 

7. As a nickel is a five-cent piece, and a 
dime is a ten-cent piece, it was not very long 
before I could take my change-box and count 
out just the change that mother asked for. 
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1. Cent, piece, dollar, quarter, half, twenty, dime, hun- 
dred, nickel, change. 

2. What is the sound of c in pieced of qu in quarter^ 
Find a name-word and an action-word in the fourth para- 
graph, and two of each in the seventh. Group the words in 
the seventh paragraph. Change half to make it mean more 
than one. Change to questions the following sentences : 
^^ Mother sent me;'' ''She gave me;'' ''She told me;" 
^' Mother said." What words can you make, using thing 
with other words (no, some, any) ? 


XIII. NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, AND WEST. 

1. '' Little boy, is the schoolhouse north of 
you?^' 

2. " North of me ? Let me think. There 
is the sun. It is just rising. 

3. ^^I know it always rises in the east. I 
will stand with my face to the sun. There ! 
Now I am looking to the east. My right 
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hand points to the south, and my left hand 
to the north. 



4. "Yes, the schoolhouse is north of me. 
My papa^s house is east of me, and the dog is 
running to the west. 

5. "The boys are playing south of the 
schoolhouse, but north of me. The west is 
back of me, and the sun will set there to- 
night. North, south, east, and west. Now 
I know where they all are.^' 

^Jlnjb Ma/vv AAJhJUb ^UYXj^kjb^x^JbX^ . 


1. Schoolhouse, right, south, east, west, rising, rises, just. 

2. Is the boy east of the dog ? Is the schoolhouse north of 
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the boys ? Is the Uttle boy south of the boys ? Is the house 
west of the sun ? What sound has a in what t Has it the 
same sound d& o in dnf iJj=l^ What words can you make 
from rise? What would eastward mean? Put ward with 
other words where it will have the meaning ^^in the direction 
of " {up, down, in, out, south, north, west). 


XIV. USEFUL PLANTS. 

1. See how red this beet is ! I have just 
pulled it out of the ground. Who put it 
there ? 

2. No one put it there. I plant a beet seed 
in the earth, and soon the beet 
grows there. 

3. Many things, such as 
beets, potatoes, and turnips, 
that are good to eat, grow 
under ground. 

4. But more things that we 
like to eat grow in the bright 
sunlight. Beans, peas, apples, melons, cab- 
bages, corn, grain, dandelions, and many more 
things that we can not get along without, 
grow above ground. 

6 So you see that we sometimes eat the 
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IS i^ 


root of the plant, and sometimes the fruit 

or leaves or seeds, and 
throw the rest awiiy, 

6. But the trees and 
the vines and the stalks, 
on whicli the a]>p]es 
and melons and cabbages 



^ow, have roots in 
tlie ground ; and 
beets and potatoes 
and turnips all have 
leaves above the 
groiuuK Then, if 
there were no roots 
or leaves, none of 
these things would grow for us to eat. 
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7. The roots are fed by the moist earth, 
while the leaves take more food from the air. 
You can always kill that part of a plant that 
is above ground by cutting off its roots, and 
sometimes you can kill the roots by pulling 
off the leaves or by cutting off the stalk ; but 
the real life is in the roots, and they will 
almost always send up shoot after shoot, as 
others are removed. 

8. If you cover the stalk and leaves with 
earth, and let the roots stay above ground, 
the plant will die. There are a few plants 
that will live with their roots in water, and a 
very few others whose roots can get food 
from the air; but there is no plant whose 
leaves and stalk will live underground. 




aaaaXs. 


1. Beet, potatoes, turnips, beans, peas, stalks, above, 
melons, dandelions, fruit, cabbages, removed. 

2. Which are seeds ? Which are fruits ? Which are 
leaves ? Which are roots ? Could trees live without roots ? 
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Tell the name-words in the third paragraph. In the fourth 
paragraph what is the action-word used with beans, peas, etc. ? 
Group the words in the fifth paragraph. . 


XV. THE WRONG FAMILY. 

1. One day we had a hen that stopped 
laying eggs, but stayed on the nest all the 
time. 

2. If I took her off the nest, she would go 

round clucking 

^^^^^^^ for a few min- 
'^^^^^^^^^ ute^, and then 






vV^/: ;] would run back 
to the nest 



3. So Father told me I would better put 
some eggs in her nest and let her sit, if she 
wanted to. 
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4. I could not find any hens' ^ggs, and so 
put some ducks' eggs in the nest. 

5. When the hen found that she was really 
going to raise a family, she was so happy 
that she did not seem to know 
what kind of eggs she was sit- 
ting on. 

6. In a few weeks she came 
oflF the nest, with a fine family 
of little ducks, and was too proud to take 
notice of the other hens in the yard. 

7. There was a small pond not far from the 
barn, and as soon as the little ones saw the 
water, away they ran, and were soon swim- 
ming with the old ducks. 

8. The poor hen-mother was greatly trou- 
bled by this action on the part of her family. 
She would not go into the water, but ran 

here and there, clucking as loud 
as she could. 

9. But the little ducks wanted 
^, to swim, and swim they would, 
in spite of all she could say 
or do. 

10. At last they got tired, and came out of 
the water. They were not very wet, and the 
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old hen took them back to her nest, and 
seemed quite happy to find that none of them 
was lost. 

11. Ducks have such queer feet. I think 
they are made just to swim with; but they 
are not so good to walk with as a hen's 
foot. 

12. A duck's foot has four toes — one short 
toe and three long toes. The long toes are 
joined by a thin skin, and her foot is called a 
webfoot, because the skin looks thin like a 
web. 

13. When the ducks swim their toes spread 
out, and they use their feet as a man uses 
oars in a boat. 

OIL djAXAd) J^bOfv^ [ahIt'IuX. 


1. Wrong, really, raise, proud, notice, troubled, action, 
spite, joined, webfoot, spread. 

2. How many toes does a hen have ? Are they joined like 
a duck^s toes ? Can a hen swim ? Group the words in the 
thirteenth paragraph. Did the boy have a hen ? Did he 
take her off the nest ? What did his father tell him ? Change 
duch to make the word mean more than one. What does 
ducks mean ? What does duck^s mean ? What sound has oi 
in joined 9 Has it the sound of oy in boy ? Mark the sounds 
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of each letter in oi and oy. l2LI~L^Jj -^^ ^* ^^^ ^^ always 
have this sound, they are not marked in words. What words 
can you make from happy ? great f loud ? 


XVI. WATER BIRDS. 

1. ^^Who can tell what birds can swim^ 
Do you know, Tom ? '' 

2. ^^ Yes, I know that all birds can swim/^ 

3. ^^0 Tom! You know that a hen will 
not go into the water ! ^^ 



4. " I know tliat. But 
if you put lior into the 
water^ ^^lie will swim to 
land pretty fast. Feath- 
ers are liirlit, niultboy will 
keep a bird on top of the 
water, so that all birds can swim. But only 
those birds with webfeet can swim well. 
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6. ^^A duck has webfeet, and likes to 
swim. She will stay on the water hours at a 
time. A goose can swim well, too. She has 
webfeet like a duck's.^^ 

6. '' But a fish can swim as well as a duck/' 

7. ^^ Yes, a fish can swim, but a fish is not 
a bird. A bird has wings and feathers. A 
fish is made to hve in the water all the time.^' 


1. Feathers, light, webfeet, goose, keep. 

2. What is a webfoot? Name some birds that are not 
webfooted. Give three meanings of light. Change goose to 
make the word mean more than one. Find three name-words 
and the action-words used with them in the lesson. Do birds 
that fly like to swim ? Do you know a bird that has webfeet 
and can fly a long distance ? Where do wild ducks go from 
the north in the fall ? Make all the words you can from stay. 


XVII. SHEEP-SHEARING. 

1. My uncle lives on a large farm. He 
raises a great many sheep. Once every year 
the men and boys take the sheep down to 
the pond, and after washing them very clean, 
cut off all their wool. 

2. The sheep do not seem to like being 
washed much better than some little boys do, 
and I used to think it was cruel to treat them 
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so, and then to cut off all their nice warm 
coats. 

3. But this is done only in warm weather, 
and they do not need their wool then. It 
will grow again before the winter comes. 



4. They do look so queer when they are 
sheared! They hardly seem to know them- 
selves or each other for some days after they 
lose their covering. 

5. The wool is very useful for us. Mother 
asked me to write the names of all the things 
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I could think of that are made of wool, and, 
to help me, gave me three questions. 

6. What do we wear that is made of wool ? 
What things made of wool are used in the 
house? What things made of wool do we 
use out-of-doors? 

7. I have made a list of sixteen things that 
are made of wool and are useful to man. 


1. Uncle, washing, cruel, treat, coats, weather, sheared, 
hardly, themselves, each, sixteen, list. 

2. What does shearing mean ? What are shears f Make 
a list of the things made of wool. What does ful mean in 
useful 9 Give two meanings of raise. Where did the boy's 
uncle live ? What did he raise ? What was done to the sheep 
every year ? Ask questions covering the next three para- 
graphs in the same way that these questions cover the first 
paragraph. How many words can you make from raise f 
wash? clean? wool? nicef 


XVIII. THE HIDDEN NEST. 

1. A little bird had made her nest under a 
tree. In the nest were four little eggs. 

2. When Harry was going to school one 
day, he saw the bird fly away from the tree, 
and he thought there must be a nest near by. 
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3. So he ran to the tree and began to look 
for the nest. 

4. The bird made a noise as if to say, ^^ Do 
not go there ; I do not want you to see my 
nest. I am afraid you will hurt it or will 



v'KV'^'^W^^ ,, 


' -"^'*iE*: 


take away my pretty eggs. No, no! No, 
no, little boy ! Do not go near the tree." 

5. Harry knew by this that there was a nest 
not far away, and he looked carefully for it. 

6. Just then he saw, down in the grass, the 
prettiest little nest with four eggs in it. The 


50 SECOND READER. 

bird came very near him, and watched him to 
see if he were going to hurt her nest. 

7. But Harry would never take the httle 
bird^s eggs away from her. He said, ^^You 
must not be afraid of me, little bird. I only 
wanted to see what pretty eggs you had, and 
now I will go away to school.^^ 


1. Began, noise, afraid, carefully. 

2. Did you ever see a bird's nest ? How many eggs were 
there in it ? How do birds hatch their eggs ? Does the male 
bird hatch the eggs ? What bird made the largest nest you 
ever saw ? Of what are birds* nests made ? Did Harry begin 
to look ? Did he run to the tree ? Did the bird make a 
noise ? Did Harry know the nest was " not far away ** ? 
Find the name-words and action-words in the last four ques- 
tions. What words can you make from go? do? hurt ? care ? 
Give the sound of oi in noise. Does it sound like oy in boyf 


XIX. HOW THE NEST WAS FOUND. 

1. "Little bird, I wish I knew 

Where your home is. Tell me, do I 
Is it down among the grass, 
Where none see it as they pass? 
Tell me, little brown bird, do! 
Fll not hurt your nest, or you/' 
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8. "Do not go down near that tree; 
If you do, my nest you^U see. 
No, no! little boy. No, no! 
Do not go! Oh, do not go!'' 

3. "Little bird, the more you say. 
The more I want to go that way. 
Your little nest is there, I know, 
As you wish me not to go. 
There, I see the nest, and so, 
Having seen it, I will go.^' 


1. Among, youll, brown, none, I'll, pass. 

2. Do birds talk ? Why do birds not like to have boys find 
their nests ? Do all birds build nests on the ground ? Fll 
stands for what ? What letters are left out of you'll ? What 
mark shows that letters are left out of a word ? What did the 
bird say to the boy ? What did the boy say to the bird ? 
What sound has o in among f What sound has a in pass t 
Write this poem in your own language. 6, a. 


XX. THE CHILDREN'S RIDE. 

1. A little boy once had a large dog. The 
dog^s name was Fido. The boy's name was 
Paul. 

2. Paul could fasten Fido to his wagon, 
and he would draw it up and down the street. 
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3. One day Paul and his sister Lucy were 
riding in the wagon near the brook, when 
they saw a pig and cried out, '' See the pig ! 
See the pig ! '' 

4. Fido saw the pig too, and 
thought they were telling him 

•to run after it. 

5. The pig ran into the 
brook, and Fido went down 
the hill and into the brook 
after him, not thinking]; of 
the two children in the 
wagon, 

0- Lucy fell 
out on the hill, but she 
ran clown to the brook 
as last as she could^ be- 
cause she was afraid that 
Paul was hurt, 

7. Paul soon got out of the 

brook. He was wet enough, but said he 

thought a little water would not hurt him any. 

8. When Fido saw what he had done, he 
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came back looking very sorry, and the chil- 
dren told him that he must be carefiil and 
not run after a pig again when they were 
riding. 

9. Fido looked as if he knew what they 
said ; but I am afraid that he would run after 
the next pig he saw, just the same as if he 
had not been told not to do so. 


1. Fasten, wet, next, thought, been, cried, fell, wagon, 
soon. 

2. Fasten means what ? Give the silent letters in fasten. 
What is the silent letter in two ? What is the sound of gh in 
enough f \gh \ =\f\ Did Paul have a dog ? Did the dog 
see a pig ? Did Fido think Paul told him *' to chase '' the 
pig ? Did the pig run into the brook ? Did Fido go down 
the hill ? Find the name-words and action-words in the first 
paragraph. Make all the words you can from fasten, cry, 
child. 


XXI. DO YOUR BEST. 

1. Do your best — your very best — 

And do it every day! 
Little girls and larger girls, 
That^s the wisest way. 

2. Do your best — ^your very best — - 

At home, at play, at school! 
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Little boys and larger boys, 
That's the wisest rule. 

3. If you find your lessons hard, 

Why, study harder too ! 
Learn your lessons well to-day, 
Youll better learn the new. 

4. If boys and girls will do their best. 

That best will better grow; 
But if they slight their daily task, 
They let the better go. 

1. Daily, study, slight, better, task, rule, wisest, learn, 
harder, best, lessons, that's. 

2. ** Little girls and larger girls, it is the wisest way for 
you to do your very best every day.'' Does this mean the 
same as the first stanza of the poem ? Read the second stanza 
in the same way. How can you do your very best at home ? 
at school ? at play ? What is a daily task ? What words can 
you make from wise t ^tew f day f 


XXII. THE LOST CHILD. 

1. ^^ Where is Kate ? Have you seen Kate ? 
Where can she be ? See if she is hid in the 
hay." 

2. No, little Kate could not be found. 

3. It was a pleasant summer day, and she 
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had been out playing in the yard. Mrs. 
Brown had seen her a short time before, but 
now she could not find her anywhere. So 
she called the boys and told them to try to 
find her. 

4. Away they went. Paul looked in the 
barn; Tom ran down to the cornfield, John 
went all over the house, and Harry walked 
through the tall grass, calling her name. 

5. But none of them could find her, and so 
they came back to the house and wanted to 
know where they should look next; 

6. Mrs. Brown was afraid that some one 
had taken her away ; but she said to the boys, 
^' Run over to the woods and see if she is not 
there." 

7. As the boys ran away, she said to Rover, 
^^Go with them. Rover, that's a good dog. 
Go and find Kate for me." 

8. And off Rover went on a run, as if he 
knew what was told him. 

9. Pretty soon she heard him barking,. and 
in a moment more the boys called out, ^^ Here 
she is ! Rover has found her ; " and soon they 
came back to the house, with Kttle Kate in 
their arms. 
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10. Kate said that she wanted some of the 
pretty flowers in the woods, and thought she 
would get them for mamma. She did not 
think that mamma would be afraid if she 
went over to the woods just for a minute. 


1. Anywhere, before, pleasant, cornfield, moment, barking, 
arms. 

2. Anywhere is made of what two words ? Find another 
word in the lesson made of two words. Who was lost ? 
What did Mrs. Brown think ? What did the boys do ? Who 
found Kate ? What did Kate say ? Group the words in the 
second paragraph. What words can you make from hidf 


XXIII. LITTLE RAINDROPS. 

1. Oh, where did you come from, 

You Uttle drops of rain, 

Pitter-patter, pitter-patter, 

Down the window-pane? 

2. Tell me, little raindrops, 

Is that the way you play, 
Pitter-patter, pitter-patter. 
All the rainy day? 

3. I can not go out playing. 

So IVe nothing else to do 
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But sit here at the window ; 
I should like to play with you. 

4. The little raindrops can not speak, 
But '' Pitter-patter, pat/^ 
Means, " We can play on this side. 
Why can^t you play on that?^^ 

1. Pitter-patter, means, rainy, window-pane, speak, IVe. 

2. Windoto-pane is what kind of a word ? It means what ? 
What letters are left out of I've ? of can't ? What sound has 
ea in means f In what other word has it the same sound ? 
What word at the end of a line sounds lik^ rain 9 Nothing 
is made of what two words ? What words can you make from 
rain f 


XXIV. THE POEM RE-TOLD. 

1. One rainy day a little boy sat at the win- 
dow, watching the raindrops. As they came 
down one after another, he began talking to 
them. 

2. ^^ Where do you come from?^^ said he. 
They did not answer him at all, but came 
against the window-pane, sounding like 
" Pitter-patter, pitter-patter ! ^^ 

3. ^^ You must be playing,^^ said he, ^^ and I 
wish you would play with me. I have noth- 
ing to do, and can not go out-of-doors/^ 
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4. '^ Pitter-patter, pitter-patter ! ^^ came the 
drops, and he thought they meant to say, 
^' We will play with you, but you must play 
on one side of the pane, and we must play on 
the other side/^ 


1. Another, answer, sounding, side. 

2. Where do rain-drops come from ? What good do they 
do ? Put two words in the place of " sat/^ 


XXV. HIDE AND SEEK. 

1. ^^ Come, Fred, let us play ^ Hide and seek.^ 
You may hide the first time, and I will find 
you." 

2. ^^ Shut your eyes, James ! You must not 
look! When you have counted fifty, I shall 
be ready /^ 

3. James shut his eyes, and Fred ran off 
to hide. When James had counted fifty, he 
opened his eyes. 

4. Fred hid behind the old pine tree, near 
which James was standing. James looked 
in the barn and round the house, but the 
pine tree was so near him that her never 
looked there. 
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5. '^ Come out, Fred ! '^ , - .i I 
ci'ied James. " I give it M, ;V^r^c 
up!" Fred came from ^a\n??M ^' 
his hiding-place^ laughing, 
and said : 

6. '' Here I am, James, 



I was quite near you, behind this pine tree. 
Now you can hide, and I will find you/^ 


1. Hide, seek, counted, ready, laughing, behind, looked, 
quite. 
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2. What are the marks before " Come, Fred " ? How 
many capital letters in the first paragraph ? Why ? Describe 
the picture. What did the boys play ? Did Fred hide first ? 
Did James close his eyes ? Did he count fifty ? Was Fred 
hiding before the tree ? Was James very close to him ? Did 
James at any time look back of the tree ? Why not ? What 
is " Hide and seek '' ? What sound has i in hide f hid? pin f 
pine f What is meant by a silent letter ? Give two meanings 
of cried. Give two name-words that begin with a large 
letter. Group the words in the second paragraph. 7%t«, 
These, are, large, is, boys, boy. Put these words together 
80 as to make two sentences. 


XXVI. THE BOYS AND THE COW. 

1. When Charles and Tom were going 
through the pasture near the woods, they 
saw a cow with long, sharp horns. 

2. She was eating grass, but, when she 
heard the boys talking and laughing, she 
stopped eating and looked up at them. 

3. As she shook her head to drive away 
the flies, the boys thought she must be cross, 
and were afraid of her. 

4. So they started to run for the woods, 
while the cow began to feed again, and took 
no more notice of them. When the boys 
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reached home, they were telling about the 
cross cow. 

5. ^^ Did you notice what color she was ? ^^ 
asked the father. 



0. Charles 
thought that 
she was red, 
while Tom 
was sure that 
she was black 
and white; but both boys agreed that she 
was very large and cross. 

7. ^' Well/^ said their father, ^^ if you go out 
to the barnyard, you can be certain how she 
looked, for it was our cow that you saw. I 
turned her into the pasture to-day, as the 
grass was getting green again.^^ 
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1. Stopped (stdpt), heard, shook, sura, sharp, pasture, 
wdrked, turned, agreed, certain (ai=i). 

2. When did the boys see a cow ? Did she shake her head ? 
Why ? Did they think she was cross ? Did they fear her ? 
When did they tell about it ? What did their father say ? 
Write, in sentences, all words in the lesson in which you find 
ea or ee, and mark the sounds of those diphthongs. What 
does " turned into a pasture '^ mean ? What is added to turn 
to make it mean past time ? Was the grass green ? Group 
the words in the first paragraph. What word in the third 
paragraph tells what the cow did ? Is this an action-word f 
Give three name-words in the lesson, and three action-words 
used with them. " The cow,^' '^ the cows," " was going," 
*' were going." Put these name-words with the action-words 
so as to make sentences. What words can you make» from 
heart 


XXVII. THE LOST KITTY. 

'^ Where is my little basket gone?'^ 
Said . Charlie boy, one day; 

^^I guess some little boy or girl 
Has taken it away. 


2. " And Kitty, too, I can't find her. 
Oh, dear! What shaU I do? 
I wish I could my basket find, 
And httle Kitty, too. 
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"I'll go to mother's room and look; 

Perhaps she may be there, 
For Kitty loves to take a nap 

In mother's easy chair. 
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4. ^^ mother, mother, come and look ! 
See what a little heap ! 
My Kitty^s in the basket here, 
And she is fast asleep/^ 
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He took 

the 

basket 

care- 

fuUy, 
And brought 

it ill a 

mi u- 

ute^ 

afift 

.>! 

J 



And showed it to his mother dear, 
With little Kitty in it. 


1. Lost, taken, perhaps, heap, asleep, carefully, brought, 
showed. 

2. What did Charlie say ? What did he guess ? What did 
he ask ? What did he wish ? What did he say he would do ? 
What did he think ? Why ? What did he say to his mother ? 
Did he take the basket and show it to his mother ? What was 
in it ? Tell what you see in the pictures. What letters are 
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left out of I'll and can't? What does "fast asleep*' mean ? 
Give the rhyming words in this lesson. Mark the letters that 
sound alike. Group the words in the last stanza. "Kitty's 
basket " means what ? " Kitty's in the basket " means what ? 
Change Kitty to make the word mean more than one. What 
words can you make from easy ? sleep f 


XXVIII. CHARLIE AND HIS KITTY. 

1. A little boy named Charlie had a pretty 
kitty. One day he could not find her. 

2. He thought some one had taken her 
away, but when he came to his mother's 
room, he found kitty fast asleep in a basket. 
He took the basket carefully, and brought it 
to his mother, to show her his dear little 

kitty. 

^ 

XXIX. ARE THEY FEATHERS? 

1. It was a winter day. The snow was 
falling fast. Willie Brown stood by the 
window with his little sister Kate. "Look, 
Kate!" said Willie, ''see the snow!" 

2. Little Kate had never seen any snow 
before; so she looked at the large white 
flakes as they came falling through the air, 
and could not think what they were. 
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3. At last she looked up at Willie, and 
said, "Are they feathers, Willie ? '' She had 
seen the soft white feathers that keep the 



hens warm in the cold winter, and the snow- 
flakes looked to her just like feathers. 

4. Willie laughed, and said that they did 
look like white feathers. He went to the 
door, and took a little snow in his hand, 
and let Kate see what it was. 
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6. Kate touched the snow with her little 
fingers, and cried out, ^^ Oh, what cold feath- 
ers ! ^^ which made Willie laugh again. ^' I 
think,^^ he said, ^^ that the hens would not 
like such feathers as these are/' 

6. When the snow in Willie's hand melted, 
and the water ran down on the carpet, Kate 
told Willie that his cold feathers were nothing 
but water, and they ran away to their mother 
to tell her about the strange feathers. 

7. Mamma took little Kate in her lap, and 
told her all about the snow, and how it really 
did keep the earth warm in cold weather, the 
same as feathers keep the hens and the birds 
from being cold. 

1. Flakes, touched, winter, melted, laughed, feathers, just. 

2. Nothing is made of what two words ? Put some other 
word with thing to make a word. Was it snowing fast? 
Were they standing at the window ? Give two name-words 
and the two action-words used with them in the lesson. Is 
flakes a name-word ? Why ? Give three other name-words 
in the lesson. Did Kate ask Willie if the flakes were feathers f 
Did the snow become water f Is snow water ? Is there any 
place in the United States where there is never any snow ? 

3. Outline. — Fill the blanks with any number of words : 

It was Kate and Willie stood Kate 

asked Willie brought . Kate touched , — . 

The snow Kate said They went ., 

Mamma took and . 


68 SECOND READER. 

XXX. THE NEW SLED. 

1. Willie had a new sled. His father gave it 
to him. It was red and white, and had a name 
painted on it. There was a hill near Willie's 
home, where the boys and girls went to shde. 

2. After the snowstorm, WiUie took his 
sister Kate and went out to slide down the 
hill. Kate was too small to walk in the 
snow, and so Willie let her ride all the time, 
and the boys helped him draw the sled up 
the hill. 

3. Kate thought it was nice fun, and when 
they went down the hill, over the snow, she 
laughed with the others. She was not afraid 
to slide, because she knew Willie would take 
good care of her. 

4. Kate was so small that the other girls 
thought her very brave to slide down such 
a long, steep hill. But Kate liked to slide 
fast, and said that she wanted her sled to 
go faster than any other sled on the hill. 

5. Some of the girls had sleds of their own, 
and knew how to slide as well as the boys ; 
and Kate said that, when she was older, 
she would have a sled, too. 
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6. Once Kate 
fell in the snow, but it 
did not hurt her, and 
laughed and got on the 
sled again. "The snow does not seem like 
feathers now/^ she said. 


1. Storm, because, helped, drawing, painted. 

2. Change these sentences to questions : " The snow seems 
like feathers ; ^^ " She got on the sled ; '* "He had a new 
sled ; " " He slid down hill ; '' " He drew the sled ; " " She 
rode;" "The girls did own sleds." Change "was sliding '' 
to one word ; " was drawing ; " " was riding ; '* " was 
going;'' "was getting.'' Group the words in the second 
paragraph* 
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XXXI. THE SNOW MAN. 

1. The next day after Kate went out to 
slide, the boys came over to WiUie^s to make 
a snow man. They went into the yard in 
front of the house, so that Kate could see 
them. 

2. Willie and Henry began to roll up a 
snowball for his body, and Tom and John 
were to make one for his head. Kate sat at 
the window to see the fun. 

3. Then they made arms and legs, and put 
an old hat on his head, and gave him a 
broom for a cane. Kate said that his face 
looked like the moon, and this made her 
mother laugh. 

4. ^^ Now we have made the man,^^ said Tom, 
^^he ought to have a place to live in.^^ ^^Yes,^^ 
said Willie, ^' let us make him a house.^^ 

5. So they rolled up great balls of snow, 
and put them one above another until they 
had made quite a good house. They left a 
place for a door, so that Mr. Snow Man could 
go in if it was cold in the night. 

6. When Mrs. Brown saw the snow man's 
house, she told the children, that, far away in 
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the cold Northland, there were snow huts 
like this one, only much larger and better 
made, and that they were quite warm in winter. 

7. '^But does 
any one live in _x 
them?'' said "^^^^ 
Kate- 
s' ^'Yes, in- 
deed/' said Mrs. 
Brown, '' The 



huts in 
which the 
people of the far 
North live in 
summer are not 
nearly so warm as their 
thick snow houses/^ 

9. " I should think the large stoves in the 
huts would melt the snow,^' said Willie. 

10. ^^They have no stoves, but warm their 
huts with a kind of oil lamp, that gives out 
a great deal of heat. It is so cold outside, 
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however, that this does not melt the snow 
hut enough to harm it any/^ 

11. The children thought they would like 
to see these snow huts and the queer little 
people who lived in them, but they agreed 
that it was better to live in their own warm 
house than away up North, where for weeks 
and weeks there was no sunshine. 

12. ^^ We all like our own home best,^' 
said Mrs. Brown. ^^The people who live in 
the far North would not be happy away 
from the ice and snow of their long, cold 
winter, while those who live in the South 
hke its sunshine and flowers.^' 

1. Front (6=tI), broom, ought, pieces, quite, does (6«=ti), 
meant, guessed, next, roll, indeed. 

2. What is left out after ^^ Willie's'' ? What is a yard? 
Must it have a fence round it? What other meaning has 
yardf What words in the lesson mean " before " ? " placed " ? 
"enter"? "over"? 

3. Outline. — The next the boys to . 

They went so that . Willie and and Tom 

Kate Then they and put 

and gave Kate said '* Now , " said 

^'he ought " ^^Yes," said "let 

" So they cut and put until 

They left so that if it . 


NoTB.— A few outlines are given as the next step to questions, to help the pupils tell 
the story. After they are omitted, the teacher can make them, if necessary. 
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XXXII. HARRY AND JANE. 

1. Said Harry one day, 

As from school he came in, 
"Do you see, sister dear, 

A good boy I have been. 
To have won such a beautiful book. 

2. "Just look at these pictures! 

The bird on the tree. 
These lambs in the meadows. 

This flower and this bee, 
And this field with its swift-running brook! 

3. "And here is a story, 

And there is a song. 
Let me read you the story; 

It will not take long.^^ 
Then to her the story he read. 

4. " Oh, what a nice story ! ^^ 

And httle Janets smile 
Played over her face 

Like the sunshine awhile ; 
" Tm so glad you were good,'' then she said. 
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1. Beautiful {eau = u), meadow, awhile, sunshine, field, 
showed, swift, won. 

2. What rhymes with in f Mark the sound of ee in been. 
What does read rhyme with ? What is the sound of at in 
saidf Give words from the lesson meaning *^ see,'' ^' rapid, '* 
*' a great while,'' *^a short time." What name-words in the 
lesson rhyme with name-words? Change story and day to 
make the words mean more than one. Group the words in 
the third stanza. Make all the words you can from dear ; 
from read. 


XXXIII. THE POEM RE-TOLD. 

1. Harry and Jane were brother and sister. 
Harry went to school, but Jane was not old 
enough to go with him. One day Harry^s 
teacher said she would give a beautiful book, 
full of pictures, to the little boy or girl who 
was always at school and had good lessons. 

2. Harry was a good boy, and did what his 
teacher told him to do. He went to school 
every day, and knew his lessons very well. 

3. So, when the day came for the teacher 
to give the book to one of the children, she 
said she must give it to Harry. 

4. Harry took it, and, when he got home, 
he read it to his little sister, and showed her 
all the pictures. Jane thought the pictures 
were beautiful, and she said to her mother, 
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"Mamma, I wish the teacher would give 
Harry a new book every day. Don^t you 
think he is good enough to have one ? ^^ 

5. " I am glad you like the book, my dear/' 
said her mother, '' and hope Harry will read 


.^^^ 



it all to you; but the teacher can not very 
well give him a new one every day. If he is 
a good boy at home as well as at school, I 
will give him a story-book to read to you 
when he has read the whole of this one.'' 
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1. Brother, sister, lessons (Ifis'ns), every, whole (hoi), 
thanked. 

2. Is this the same story that is told in the poem ? When 
you read the poem, did you think they were brother and 
sister ? Why ? Is anything told in the prose that is not in 
the poem ? Describe the picture. What two words mean 
allf Change children to make the word mean but one. 
"Harry went to school.^' What part of speech is Harry f 
What word tells what Harry does ? Ooes is an action-word, 
and Harry is a name-word. "Harry goes to school'^ is a 
sentence. Every sentence must have a name-word (or some- 
thing that stands for a name-word) and an action-word. Is 
" brother and sister ^' a sentence f Is " Harry runs '' a sen- 
tence? Why? 

^ 

XXXIV. A RAINY DAY. 

1. Willie stood by the window, and looked 
at the rain that was falling fast on the dusty 
street. 

2. '' Mamma/' he said, '' why does it always 
rain when I want to play ? '^ 

3. '' Does it always rain, Willie, when you 
want to go out ? '^ 
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4. ^^ Well, no, not always, but it does rain 
sometimes when I want to play very much/' 

5. " I think we should not have much rain 
in the daytime, Willie, if it never rained 
when you wanted to play. And if it never 
rained, you would have nothing to eat or to 
drink, for there would be no water, and noth- 
ing would grow in the field/' 

6. '' But, mamma, why can not the rain 
come in the night, when I am abed?'' 

7. ^^ Why, Willie, others are up and out of 
doors when you are in bed, so they would 
get wet. Then, besides, it is very pleasant 
to have it rain on a hot, dusty day." 

8. '' So it is, mamma. But see, it does not 
rain now, and I can go out to play as soon as 
the sun shines/' 

1. Abed, others (6=4), besides, dusty, again (af=8), gone. 

2. Copy the script. What does a mean in ahed f Tell all 
the name-words in the script. If abed is written as two 
words {a bed), what does a mean ? What word means /wK of 
dustf What words in the lesson are made of two other 
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words ? Would anything grow if there were no rain ? Group 
the words in the first prose paragraph. What is the sound of 
in does? Is Willie a name-toord? In the second prose 
paragraph, what word takes the place of Willie? Find all 
the words in the lesson that take the place of Willie. 


XXXV. NELLIE AND HER FATHER. 

1. ^^Tell me, Nellie, what you have been 
doing to-day ! " 

2. ^^ Well, papa, you know that I fell when 
I was going out of the gate, and hurt my 
hand. Then, papa, as I was going to school, 
I saw Rover running into the woods after 
a fox. But Rover did not catch him, for a 
fox can run as fast as a dog. 

3. ^' I did not golnto the woods, for I had 
my new dress on, but sat down on the grass 
to wait for Rover. While I sat there, I heard 
a bird singing in the tree above me. 

4. ^^I waited some time, but Rover did 
not come out of the woods, and so I went 
along to school. At school I read in my new 
book a story about three boys and a kite. 

5. ^^ But, papa, do girls ever have kites ? I 
should like to have one that would go high 
up in the air.^' 
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6. *^Well, Nellie, you can have a kite if 
you would like one; but girls do not often 
fly kites/^ 

7. '^ The story was a very good one. Shall 
I tell it to you, 
papa? 

8. ^^No, Nellie, 
not to-night. Just 
tell what you have 
done, and then it 
will be time to go 
to bed- 



9. ^^Well, papa, I came home after school 
and ate my dinner. Then I went out to 
play on the grass. That is all I have done, 
papa.'^ 

10. ^^ Have you been a good girl, Nellie ? ^^ 

11. '' Yes, papa, I have been good all day/' 
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12. ^'Now, Nellie, it is time for you to go 
to bed. Good night.'^ 

13. ^^ Good night, papa/' 


1. Dress^ heard, catch, ate, new (ew=u). 

2. What did Nellie's father ask her ? When did she fall ? 
What did she see ? Did Rover catch the fox ? Why not ? 
Did Nellie go into the woods ? Why not ? What did she 
hear ? Did she wait ? How long ? What did she do then ? 
What did she read ? What did she want ? What did she 
do after school ? Change to questions : ^'Nellie fell ; '' '' She 
ate her dinner;'* "Rover came.'' Group the words in the 
fourth paragraph. Find the words in the first two para- 
graphs that are used instead of name-words. 


XXXVI. THE NEW BOAT. 

1. ^^ George, what a beautiful boat you 
have ! Where did you get it ? '' 

2. ^^Isn^t it a beauty? My brother knew 
that I wanted a boat, and so made this 
for me. He never let me know what he 
was doing until it was all done. It was my 
birthday present.^^ 

3. '^ Where are you going now with it?'^ 

4. ^^ I am going down to the pond to 
see how it will sail. Will you go with 
me?'^ 
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5. "Yes, I will go just as soon as I can 
take care of the horse and the cow/^ 

6. ^' Can I help you in any way ? " 

7. " Yes, you can help me. If you will get 



the water 
for the in 
to drink, 
whilelget 
the hay 
ready J it 
will take 
but a few 
mi nutes 
to f e e d 
them/*^ 


8. The boys soon finished their work, and 
hurried down to the pond. 

9. The wind was pretty strong, and George 
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was afraid at first to trust his boat very far 
out on the water. So he tied a long string to 
it, and let it sail a short distance. Then he 
pulled it back to shore, and started it again. 

10. After trying it several times in this way, 
he took off the string, and away the boat 
went. 

11. Soon it was at the other side of the 
pond, where the boys had gone to wait for it. 

12. George was proud of his boat, and said 
that he thought his brother was very kind to 
him. 

13. Both boys thought that, when they were 
older, they could have a boat large enough to 
carry them across the pond. 


1. Beauty (eau=u), until, present, proud, anyway, finished, 
trust, hurried, distance, birthday, trying. 

2. What sound has y in beauty ? When ful is added to 
beauty, to what is y changed ? What sound has y in hurry f 
When ed is added, to what is y changed ? What words in the 
lesson are made of two words ? What words are made by 
adding. ing to a word ? What words in the lesson mean ^'to 
give them food''? " only a short time''? What is a pond? 
Is the water in a pond salt ? What do you see in the picture ? 
Group the words in the second paragraph. What does it take 
the place of in the first line of the second paragraph ? Find 
another place where it takes the place of boat. What words 
can you make from finish? trust? 
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XXXVII. NOTHING TO DO. 

A boy and a girl, beneath a tree, 

Both of them weary as weary could be; 

And why? Well, the reason they both 

of them knew — 
They were tired because they had nothing 

to do. 


2. ^^ Nothing to do ! nothing to do ! '' 
What a very sad thing for them or for 

you! 
There's plenty of pleasure in work or in 

play, 
But sadness must come if we idle all day. 

3. '' Nothing to do ! nothing to do ! ^^ 
Surely not one of us dare say it's true. 
There's plenty of work for our hand and 

our thought, 
If only we seek it, each one, as we ought 


1. Weary, sadness, idle, plenty, beneath, surely, reason. 

2. Write the rhyming words and mark the sounds. Change 
the first two lines to questions. Could you put sat in place 
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of the comma in the first line ? Could you use were instead 
of satf Which of these two words would you put after 
them in the second line ? What three words would you put 
after why in the third line ? Why were they weary ? Did 
they know the reason ? Do we all have work to do ? What 
words can you make from weary f sad? 


XXXVIII. THE LOST KITE. 

1. Across the street from our house there 
is an open field, where the boys often go to 
fly their kites. 

2. In the corner of the field is a large elm 
tree. 

3. One day three little boys were flying a 
kite in the field. There was not much wind, 
and they could not make the kite stay up. 

4. First one boy would run with the string 
until he got tired, and then another would 
try it. 

5. Just as they were ready to give up and 
go home, a wind suddenly took the kite- 
string out of the hand of the boy who was 
running with it, and carried the kite into the 
elm tree. 

6. There it hung, with the string touching 
the ground. 
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7. The boys tried to pull the kite from 
its resting-place, but they could not move 
it. 

8. At last one stout little boy threw oflf his 
jacket and shoes, and began to climb the 
tree. 

9. It was a hard task, but he was soon 

working his way care- 


■^Jv' 



the limb on which < 
the kite hung. ^ 

10* Just as he 
got near the kite, the limb began 
to crack and bend, until the end rested ou 
the ground, and the boy with his kite rolled 
off unhurt. 

11. As he brushed the dirt from his clothes, 
I heard him say, " Well, I got the kite, any- 
way!^^ 
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1. Comer, string, hung, carried, move, suddenly, rest, 
bend, crack, brushed, clothes, unhurt, across. 

2. What words are made from rest f Give a sentence con- 
taining the word rest. Take ed from carried. What letter 
must you change then ? Change to questions: ^'The boys 
tried it ; " '' He threw off his shoes ; '' ^^ He began to climb ; " 
"A wind took the kite/' What word means ^^ before any 
one thought of if? ^^with care''? Un means what, in 
unhurt f 

3. Tell the story, using this outline : 

The field — the tree — boys flying kite — what the wind did— 
what happened to the kite — what the boys tried to do — what 
one boy did — what happened to him — what he said. 


XXXIX. THE TRUTHFUL BOY. 

1. ^^ Where are you going, James ?^^ said 
WiUie. 

2. ^^ I am going down to the brook to fish. 
Can you go with me ? ^' 

3. Now, WilUe^s mother had told him not to 
go to the brook ; so he said, ^^ I will go as far 
as the fence, but must not go to the brook. ^^ 

4. But when he came to the fence and saw 
the boys, he got over it and played in the 
water with them. When Willie went home, 
his mother asked where he had been, and 
Willie said, " I went down to the fence, near 
the brook — and — and — yes, mamma, I went 
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down to the brook. I am sorry. I did not 
mean to be a bad boy.^^ 

5. His mother was sorry, too, that he had 
disobeyed her, but she was glad that her 
Kttle boy was brave enough to tell the truth. 

6. In the evening, as he sat by her side, she 
read to him that old story 
of Geoi'j^e Washington and 
the cherry tree, and told him 
how the truthful little boy 



y:''!^^ in later years became the 

- ' ' ^ " Father of his Country. 

7. Then she showed him a picture of George 
and his father, in the garden, near the ruined 
tree, and WiUie learned these lines : 
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1. Sorry, climbed, intend, mean, wrong, evening, truthful, 
disobeyed. 

2. Do you know the story Willie's mother told him ? 
Change to questions: *^ Willie came to the fence ; '^ " He went 
home '/' "He saw the boys/' What word means the oppo- 
site of glad? near 9 down? bad? Why are dashes put after 
and — and — ? What words can you make from truth f 


XL. MAKING HAY. 


1. ^^ Papa, will the men cut down the grass 
to-day ?'' 

8. ^^Yes, James. It is time to have it 


MAKING HAY. 


89 


mowed, and 
I think that 
there will be 
two or three \^: 
very pleas- 
ant days, so 
that we can 
dry it/^ 

3. ''May 
go down to the 
field and spread 
the grass to dry, 
and look to see if 
there are any birds' 
nests there?" 

4. ''You may go 
there, if you will 
be very careful to 
keep out of the 
way of the mowers. 
But why do you 
want to hunt for 
birds' nests?"' 

5. "Oh, I have just 
been reading a story 
about a bird that heard 
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a farmer talking about mowing his grass, 
and so I wanted to see if any birds had 
moved away from our field/^ 

6. '' What was the story, James ? Can you 
tell it to me ? '' 

7. '' It was a fable, papa. A bird had made 
a nest in a farmer's field. Before the grass 
was tall enough to be mowed, she had three 
little birds to feed and care for. 

8. '' One day the birdies heard the farmer 
say that the grass must be mowed, and they 
were greatly frightened. 

9. ^^When their mother came home, they 
told her what they had heard. ^ What else 
did he say ? ^ asked the old bird. 

10. '' ' Oh, he told his boy to go to some one 
living near them, and ask him to come and 
cut the grass.^ 

11. '' The mother bird said that there was 
no hurry about moving, as the grass woidd 
not be cut for a day or two. 

12. ^^ The next day the little ones told their 
mother that now they must surely move at 
once, as the farmer had sent his boy after 
his uncle, to get him to come and mow the 
grass. 
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13. ^^ ^ No hurry yet/ said the wise old bird. 
^ We can stay a Uttle while longer/ 

14. " The next night, as the old bird was 
flying round the barn, she heard the farmer 
say, ' Get ready, John, and to-morrow we will 
mow the grass ourselves/ 

15. ^^Now,^ said she to her children, ^we 
must move to-night. The man is going to do 
the work himself, and it will be done this 
time.' '' 

16. ^^That is a good story, James, and I 
hope you know what it means. Now run 
away and spread out the grass, so that the 
wind and sun will dry it.^^ 

1. Doesn't, spread, farmer's, living, afterwards (wurdz), 
uncle, ready, to-morrow, himself, moving, learn. 

2. What is dried grass called ? What one word means 
^^ cut down '' ? " scatter " ? Use the word long with four 
name- words. Use the word tall with four name-words. What 
did the men do to the grass ? Does the sun dry the grass ? 
" The men cut the grass; '' " The sun dried the grass." Which 
are action-words, and which are name-words? Give three 
action-words. Put a name-word before each of the action- 
words. Do a name-word and an action-word used in this way 
make a sentence ? '^ John inins ; " " The boys play; " " The 
men cut the grass.'' Are these sentences ? Change the word 
story to make it mean more than one. What sound has a 
before r, in afterwards? What words can you make from 
farm? 
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XLI. JOHN'S GARDEN. 

1. John was very fond of flowers. He 
liked to see them growing, and his garden 
was quite free from weeds. 

2. One summer he laid out his garden with- 
out his father's help, and planted all the 
seeds himself. 

3. Pretty soon the 
tiny green leaves be- 
gan to push their 
way up to the light, 
and then, for some 
days, Jolni watched 
them vej-y carefuUy. 





4. One day he wanted his father and mother 
to go with him to see his garden, and there 
was his name growing out of the ground. 

5. You can see it if you look at the picture. 
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By and by the little buds will peep out from 
their leafy bed, and soon the flowers will 
show their bright colors to the sun. 

6. John is proud of his work, and, while he 
points to his name, his mother tells him how 
nicely his garden has been taken care of, and 
how the Giver of the rain and the sunshine is 
also showing his love and care, even in the 
leaves and flowers. 

7. "I love the little flower 

That in my garden grows ; 

With sweetness and with beauty, 

God's love to me it shows.'' 


1. Fond, push, garden, green, beauty, God's, sweetness, 
shows, colors. 

2. Has to any sound in shows f Has w any sound in how ? 
What is meant by " laid out his garden" ? Did John know 
that the flowers would form his name ? What ^' bright 
colors " have you ever seen in flowers ? 


XLII. HOW FLOWERS GROW. 

1. John knew that flowers grow from seeds 
planted in the ground, but he had never 
thought to ask how they grow. 

2. One morning his father came into the 
garden just as he had pulled up a weed. 
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whose roots had so grown around the roots 
of a flower, that, in pulhng up the weed, he 
had pulled up the flower with it. 

3. ^^See, father,^' said John, '^what long 
roots these flowers have, and the weeds have 

long roots too. 
What aie roots 
for, father?" 



4. '' They have several uses, John. If these 
flowers had no roots deep in the ground, the 
first strong wind would blow them away. 
Then the roots feed the plant by taking from 
the moist earth the food it needs." 
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5. " Do all plants have roots, father ? ^^ 

6. "Yes, John, all plants have roots and 
stems and leaves. You put the seeds in the 
ground. Pretty soon they send out little 
roots. As these roots grow in the earth they 
find food, and a tiny stem creeps up to the 
light and air. 

7. "When the stem gets into the light it 
puts out leaves. These leaves get more food 
from the sun and air, and so help the roots. 

8. "The roots grow, the stem grows, and 
the leaves grow, and soon the plant has 
flowers.^^ 

9. " Well, father, I wish that weeds did not 
have roots, and then it would not be so much 
work to keep my garden free from them.' 
They seem to grow everywhere, and when I 
pull up one, two come in its place.^^ 

Ojuj [AHJbdjb \amJaaL |aixxaate? 


1. Pulled, stems, weeds, needs, help, several, moist, creeps, 
send, around. 

2. Do trees grow in the same way as flowers ? Did you 
ever see the seed of a tree ? Give the sound of 6b in r6bt8. Is 
it the same in moon f Has it the sound of qindqf |00| =|0| 
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XLIII. WHAT DO YOU DO? 

1. ^^ Little bird, come here and say 
What youVe doing all the day!" 

2. ^' Oh, I fly over hedges and ditches, to find 
A fat little worm or a fly to my mind ! 
And I carry it back to my own pretty nest. 
For the dear little birds that of all I love 

best; 
For until I can teach them the way how to 

fly, 

If I did not feed them, my birdies would 

die. 
How glad they all are when they see me 

come home! 
And each of them says, ^ Give me some ! 

Give me some ! ^ ^^ 

3. " Little lamb, come here and say 
What you^re doing all the day ! " 

4. ^^ Long enough before you wake. 
Breakfast I am glad to take. 

In the meadows, eating up 
Daisy, cowslip, buttercup. 
Then about the fields I play, 
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Frisk and scamper, all the day. 
When Tm thirsty, I can drink 
Water at the river's brink. 
When at night I go to sleep, 
By my mother I must keep; 
I am safe enough from cold, 
At her side, within the fold/^ 

6. ^^ Little bee, come here and say 
What you're doing all the day!" 


-9* 
-» c/a 


6. ^^Oh, every day, and all day long. 
Among the flowers, you hear my song; 
I creep in every bud I see. 

And all the honey is for me. 
I take it to the hive with care, 
And give it to my brothers there. 
That, when the winter-time comes on. 
And all the flowers are dead and gone, 
And the wild wind is cold and rough, 
The busy bees may have enough.'^ 

7. '^ Little fly, come here and say 
What youVe doing all the day!" 

8. ^^Oh, Fm a gay and merry fly! 
I never do anything — ^no, not I! 
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I go where I like, and I stay when I please, 
In the heat of the sun or the shade of the 

trees, 
On the window pane or the cupboard shelf, 
And I care for nothing except myself. 
I can not tell, it is very true, 
When the winter comes, what I mean to do ; 
And I very much fear, when I^m getting old, 
I shall starve with hunger or die with cold/^ 


1. Hedges, ditches, daisy, cowslip, buttercup, frisk, scamper, 
rough, cupboard, shelf, mean, starve, hunger, die. 

2. What does the bird do ? What does the lamb do ? 
What does the bee do ? Does the fly work ? 


XLIV. MY DOG SPOT. 

1. My dog Spot knows a great deal. I 
think he knows almost as much as I do. He 
knows more than I do about some things. 

2. When we are away off in the woods, and 
I can not find the way home, I follow Spot. 
I say to him, ^^ Go home, Spot ! " 

3. He looks at me, and then off he goes. 
He always goes straight home. 

4. I think he knows some things I say to 
him. When I say, " Sit up, Spot!" he sits up 
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as straight as a man, and holds out one 
paw as if to shake hands. 

5. When I say, ^^ Roll over ! ^^ down he 
goes, and rolls over and over. I tell him to 



lie dead, and he will shut his eyes and lie still, 
and not open his eyes even if I pull him by 
the tail. 

6. I put a piece of meat on his plate and 
tell him it costs money. He looks at it and 
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barks until I tell him it is paid for. Then 

he eats it. 

7. He can dance on his hind legs just a 

httle, but he does 
not like that. He 
knows he can not 
dance well. 

8. Once, when I 
was a little boy, I 
fell into the pond. 
Spot pulled me out 
in a minute, and 
'--—-^---' dragged me by my 

clothes up to the house door. Then he 

barked, and mamma ran out. 

9. I was wet and dirty, and so was Spot; 
but mamma hugged and kissed us both 
until she was about as wet and dirty as we 
were. 

10. Sometimes my 
blocks of letters are 
on the floor. Mam- 
ma says to Spot, 
^^Are you a dog or 
a cat?^^ Spot runs 
to the blocks, brings D G, and puts the 



MY DOG SPOT, 101 


letters at mammals feet. He always brings 
the capital letters. 

11. We play horse with Spot. I fasten him 
to my cart, and drive him up and down the 
road. Sometimes I ride in the cart, but I 
think that makes too heavy a load for Spot 
to draw. 

13. When Susie comes to see us she puts 
her doll on Spot's back, and he never gets 
cross with her. 

13. He will not eat out of the caf s dish, 
but if she comes to his dish and takes a 
piece of his meat he does not touch her. 

14. I think he does not like the cat very 
well, but he does like the two little kittens. 
I have seen both of them crawl over him 
when he was lying down, and he never 
moved. 

1. Dance, straight, capital, hugged, kissed, crawl, dragged, 
dirty. 

2. What are " capital letters " ? Add ed to hug ; to drag. 
What change is made ? What does straight mean ? What 
is the first thing Spot did ? the second ? the third ? the 
fourth ? the fifth ? the sixth ? Which one shows the most 
knowledge ? Find three sentences in the lesson. Write a 
sentence about each of the pictures. Group the words in 
the first three paragraphs. What words can you make from 
dirt f 
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XLV. MY BROTHER JOHN. 

1. Where is John? Where is John? Oh, 

I see him! He 
has climbed 
up into 
the cher- 
ry tree, 
and h sit- 
ting on 
a large 
limb, eat^ 
in^ the 
red, ripe 
cherries. 



4. I ^riA I cc^'^ji c2ii^b Lrees ,&^ Ji:»Lii can. 
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Those cherries look so nice and large that I 
long for some of them. 

3. I never saw nicer cherries than these 
are. 

4. Why, John has a basket! It is nearly 
fiill of cherries, and I think they are for me. 

5. It is about as well to have a good 
brother who can cUmb for you, as it is to 
climb up the tree yourself. 

6. Still, I would like to be up there with 
him, for I think cherries are a little sweeter 
when you pick them yourself. 

7. John knows every tree near our house by 
its leaf or bark. Sometimes I try to puzzle 
him by showing him two leaves or two 
pieces of bark from the same tree, or from 
two trees of the same kind, but he always 
tells me just what kind of a tree they came 
from. 

8. He says that if I know a cherry from a 
plum, or a pear from an apple, I ought to 
know the difference between the leaves of 
these trees. 

9. I do know many trees by their leaves, 
and some by their bark, but I am not always 
sure just what kind of a tree the bark shows. 
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I go where I like, and I stay when I please, 
In the heat of the sun or the shade of the 

trees, 
On the window pane or the cupboard shelf, 
And I care for nothing except myself. 
I can not tell, it is very true. 
When the winter comes, what I mean to do ; 
And I very much fear, when I^m getting old, 
I shall starve with hunger or die with cold/^ 


1. Hedges, ditches, daisy, cowslip, buttercup, frisk, scamper, 
rough, cupboard, shelf, mean, starve, hunger, die. 

2. What does the bird do ? What does the lamb do ? 
What does the bee do ? Does the fly work ? 


XLIV. MY DOG SPOT. 

1. My dog Spot knows a great deal. I 
think he knows almost as much as I do. He 
knows more than I do about some things. 

2. When we are away off in the woods, and 
I can not find the way home, I follow Spot. 
I say to him, '' Go home. Spot ! " 

3. He looks at me, and then off he goes. 
He always goes straight home. 

4. I think he knows some things I say to 
him. When I say, " Sit up. Spot!" he sits up 
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as straight as a man, and holds out one 
paw as if to shake hands. 

5. When I say, ^^ Roll over ! '^ down he 
goes, and rolls over and over. I tell him to 



t^>^^^ --■ 
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he dead, and he will shut his eyes and lie still, 
and not open his eyes even if I pull him by 
the tail. 

6. I put a piece of meat on his plate and 
tell him it costs money. He looks at it and 
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barks until I tell him it is paid for. Then 
he eats it. 

7. He can dance on his hind legs just a 

httle, but he does 
not like that. He 
knows he can not 
dance well. 

8. Once, when I 
was a little boy, I 
fell into the pond. 
Spot pulled me out 
in a minute, and 
:^-_^^.r-^ dragged me by my 

clothes up to the house door. Then he 
barked, and mamma ran out. 

9. I was wet and dirty, and so was Spot; 
but mamma hugged and kissed us both 
until she was about as wet and dirty as we 
were. 

10. Sometimes my 
blocks of letters are 
on the floor. Mam- 
ma says to Spot, 
^^Are you a dog or 
a cat?^^ Spot runs 
to the blocks, brings D G, and puts the 



<^;, 
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letters at mammals feet. He always brings 
the capital letters. 

11. We play horse with Spot. I fasten him 
to my cart, and drive him up and down the 
road. Sometimes I ride in the cart, but I 
think that makes too heavy a load for Spot 
to draw. 

12. When Susie comes to see us she puts 
her doll on Spot's back, and he never gets 
cross with her. 

13. He will not eat out of the cat^s dish, 
but if she comes to his dish and takes a 
piece of his meat he does not touch her. 

14. I think he does not like the cat very 
well, but he does like the two little kittens. 
I have seen both of them crawl over him 
when he was lying down, and he never 
moved. 

1. Dance, straight, capital, hugged, kissed, crawl, dragged, 
dirty. 

2. What are " capital letters ^^ ? Add ed to hug ; to drag. 
What change is made ? What does straight mean ? What 
is the first thing Spot did ? the second ? the third ? the 
fourth ? the fifth ? the sixth ? Which one shows the most 
knowledge ? Find three sentences in the lesson. Write a 
sentence about each of the pictures. Group the words in 
the first three paragraphs. What words can you make from 
dirt f 
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11. ^^Bob-0-link! Bob-o-link ! 
Now, what do you think ? 
Who stole a nest away 
Prom the plum tree to-day?^' 

12. '' Coo, coo ! coo, coo ! coo, coo ! 
Let me speak a word too; 
Who stole that pretty nest 
Prom little Yellow-breast?'' 

13. " Caw ! caw ! '' cried the crow, 
^^I should like to know 
What thief took away 

A bird's nest to-day ? " 

14. '' Cluck ! cluck ! " said the hen, 
'' Do not ask me again! 

Why, I haven't a chick 
That would do such a trick. 
We all gave her a feather, 
And she wove them together; 
I'd scorn to intrude 
On her and her brood. 
Cluck ! cluck ! " said the hen, 
''Don't ask me again!" 
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16. ^^ Chirr-a-whir ! chirr-a-whir ! 
We will make a great stir; 
Let us find out his name, 
And all cry, ^ For shame ! ' '' 


16. 


17. 




^^I would not rob a bird/^ 
Said little Mary Green; 

^^I think I never heard 
Of anything so mean.^' 

^^ Tis very cruel, too/^ 

Said little Alice Neal; 
^^ I wonder if he knew 

How sad the bird would feel/^ 

18. A little boy hung down his head, 
And went and hid behind the bed; 
For he stole that pretty nest 
From poor Yellow-breast! 
And he was so full of shame. 
He didn't like to tell his name. 
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1. stole, listen, wisp, vow. Yellow-breast, treat, mine, 
thief, trick, together, scorn, intrude, wonder, shame, wove. 

2. Write sentences, using the words intrude, mine, and 
scorn. What letters are omitted in I'df What bird is ask- 
ing who stole her nest ? Tell what the cow, the dog, the 
dove, the crow, the sheep, and the hen said. Do birds talk ? 
Who did steal the nest ? Was it right ? What word rhymes 
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with hen f What is the sound of ai in again f Mark the 
sounds of ai and ea in the rhyming words. Does sheep here 
mean one, or more than one ? What word is used four times 
in the place of sheep ? If sheep here meant more than one. 
what word would have been used instead of /? 


XLVII. MY BIRTHDAY. 

1. I have a new slate, a new reader, and a 
new arithmetic. I can write my lessons, and 
have Avritten letters to my 
father when he was away 
from home. 

2. He says that I 
write nicely for 
such a little girl, 
and he has kept 
the letters I wrote 
him, for me to read 
when I am older. 

3. I write all the 
words in my spell- 
ing list, and mark the 
sounds of the letters. 

4. I am nine years 
old to-day, and papa said this morning that 
he wished me a happy new year. 
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5. That is because it is a ^^new year^' to 
me. I am in my tenth year, but have had 
only nine birthdays. 

6. We always say on the first day of the 
year, " I wish you a Happy New Year/^ be- 
cause the year is new then. 

7. At New Year's I always try to wish papa 
and mamma ^^ A Happy New Year ! " before 
they can wish me one. But on my birthday 
I can not do this, as it is not a " new year '^ 
to them. 

8. Last New Year's day mamma gave me 
these lines to learn, and told me that, when 
I wished any one '' A Happy New Year,'' I 
must try to make the year a pleasant 
one. 

9. I am trying hard this year, ^^ by smiling 
and doing my best,^' to make this a happy 
year for papa and mamma. 

CI ''c3^(ti|i|^ 
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1. Smiling, already, cheery, blest, arithmetic. 

2. Give the describing -words in the first line. Write two 
sentences containing a noun, a verb, and an adjective. 
Emma has what ? What can she do ? How old is she ? 
What does her father say on her birthday ? Does he say the 
same at any other time? What did her mother tell her? 
Learn the stanza. How old are you ? How many birthdays 
have you had ? Put un before true. What does it mean ? 
What word means the opposite of happy f 


XLVIII. THE ROCKING-CHAIR. 

1. When Fanny came home from school 
one day, she found in the sitting-room a nice 
easy rocking-chair. 

2. Where it came from she could not guess, 
but before she tried to find out she thought 
she would sit down in it just a minute. 

3. She was very tired with her long walk, 
and, almost as soon as she sat down, fell 
asleep. 
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4. Pussy thought Fanny^s lap looked quite 
inviting, and she climbed up there and was 
soon fast asleep, too. 

5. When Fanny awoke and 
opened her eyes, tliere 
stood mamma 
smiling, to think 
how pretty the 
two looked in 
her great 
easy-chair. 


^imk-- ^?^ 



mamma! 
cried Fanny, 
^' luive I been 
asleep ? " And kitty 
opened her eyes and looked round, as if to 
say, ^^Have I been asleep, too?^^ 
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7. ^^ Where were you, mamma, when I 
came home? I thought that you would be 
back soon, and that I would sit here and rest 
just a minute; but I do not know how kitty 
got into my lap/' 

8. " I have been over to uncle's/' said Mrs. 
Hope, ^^to thank him for his good present, 
which I am glad you found so nice and easy. 

9. '^ And now, if my tired little daughter is 
rested, we will take off our things and get 
ready for dinner." 

10. '^ I am not so very tired now, mamma, 
for kitty and I have had a good nap." 


1. Rocking-chair, easy, found, inviting, awoke, daughter. 

2. What is a ^' sitting-room " ? What is a '' rocking- 
chair '' ? Make sentences containing the words inviting, 
quite, asleep, awoke. How many vowel sounds in opened? 
Tell or write the story from the outline. What word is left 
out after uncle's ? What is the sound of ai in chair f 

^a/wYvub MM ruuATAjyckj- 
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XLIX. PRINCE. 


1. Fredas dog Prince likes the water. Fred 
says that Prince is a water dog. When Fred 
throws a stick into the water, the dog leaps 
after it, and, as soon as he finds the stick, 
he brings it to Fred. 



2. Prince holds the stick in his mouth as he 
swims to the shore. I should think he would 
get his mouth full of water. 

3. A dog never learns to swim. He can swim 
as soon as he can walk. Some dogs like to go 
into the water, and some dogs dislike to swim. 
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4. I think spaniels always like to be in the 
water. We had a little spaniel years ago, and 
every chance he could get he would run down 
to the brook, and stay in the water for hours. 

5. He was a water spaniel, and had long 
silky hair, and beautiful soft brown ears. 

6. He and kitty were great friends, but she 
could never understand why he was so fond 
of the water. 

7. She would sit on the bank and watch 
him as he played in the brook; but, as soon as 
he came out of the water, away she would 
run, lest when he shook himself some drops 
of water should fall on her. 

8. I wonder why all cats disUke the water 
so much! 

1. Dislike, leaps, brings, spaniel (-yel), Prince, lest. 

2. What kind of dog is a spaniel ? . What is meant by a 
water dog? What does like mean in the first line? What 
does dislike mean ? Then what does dis mean ? Give two 
other words in which dis means not. What sound has % in 
spaniel 9 Make all the words you can from like, 

3. Outline : Fredas likes When Fred throws 

I should think A dog never He 

can Some dogs , and some dogs 

Spaniels We had , and he would 

and stay He was , and had 

and He and kitty , but she . 


THE MOON. 
L. THE MOON. 

Oh, look at the moon ! 

She is shining up there. 
mother, she looks 

Like a lamp in the air! 
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Last week she was smaller, 
And shaped like a bow; 

But now she^s grown bigger, 
And round as an 0. 
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3. I like the moon best 

When her face is all light, 
And wish that she never 
Would hide it at night. 

4. Pretty moon, pretty moon, 

How you shine on the door, 
And make it all bright 
On my nursery floor! 

5. You shine on my playthings, 

And show me their place; 
And I love to look up 

At your bright, pretty face. 


1. Bigger, nursery, smaller, shining, playthings, lamp, 
shaped, twinkling. 

2. When er is added to big, what letter is doubled ? What 
other word means big ? What word is the opposite of big f 
of large? When ing is added to shine, what letter is 
dropped ? What word in the spelling lesson is made of two 
words ? Drop ing from twinkling and spell the word. What 
do you call the moon when it is shaped like an O ? How 
long after a, full moon is there a new moon 9 In the rhyming 
words, what letter sounds with e in there f Mark the sounds 
in the two words. What is left out of she*s? Give three 
quality -words, with the name-words they describe. 

3. Last week you were shaped like a , 

And now you are round as an 
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LI. MY HOME. 

1. I am SO glad to get home. The walk is 
long and dusty. There is papa in the yard, 
and look ! there is mamma sitting at the 
window watching for me. 

2. I always look at that window when I get 
near our house, to see if mamma is there. It 
is very pleasant to see her, and to know that 
she is waiting for me. 

3. I always run home as soon as school is 
done, and mamma asks me about my lessons. 
I must go in now and show her my slate- 
work. 

4. I write on my slate every day, and 
mamma says that when I can write her a 
letter of ten lines nicely, without a mistake, 
she will give me something I have been want^ 
ing for a long time. I must write it with 
ink, and direct it correctly. 

5. I think I shall be able to do this very 
soon, as I am trying hard ; and when I make 
a mistake I say to myself, 

'^ If at first you don't succeed, 
Try, try again.'' 

6. I could write a letter now, and, after 
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having the mistakes corrected, write it over 
again, but that was not what mamma meant. 

7. She meant that the first time I wrote 
the letter it must be 
without mistakes, 

8. I think I know 





what mamma 
is going to give 
me, for she 
knows just what 
I want, I told 
about it, hoping 
that she would tell 
Santa Klaus in season for him to bring it to 
me next Christmas. 


THE SUN AND THE MOON 
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9. But if she gives it to me soon, Santa 
must be told about it in some way, or he may 
bring me the very same thing. 


1. Correct, direct, mistake, Christmas, Santa Klaus, season, 
succeed. 

2. Find two sounds of ou in the lesson. What does correct 
mean in the lesson ? Put in before it and tell its meaning. 
What word means the opposite of something ? What is meant 
by '^ directing a letter " ? Tell all you see in the picture. 
Give sentences containing the words season, mistake, correct, 
and use one quality-word in each sentence. What words can 
you make from correct (in, ly)^ take? 


LII. THE SUN AND THE MOON. 

1. The sun never seems to change its size 
and shape. Sometimes it looks Kke a great 
ball of fire, and sometimes it is so bright 
that I can not look at it. 

2. But it is always 
round, and I can see 
the whole of it, while 
the moon is chang- 
ing every night. One 
night it is as round as 
the sun, and gives so 
much light that I can almost see to read. 
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3. Then it seems to grow smaller, at least 
the bright part is smaller, and night after 
night there is less and less of it, until it is 
a little narrow bow, not so bright as the 
stars. 

4. Sometimes then I can see the whole 
moon, but the dark part 

seems to be covered with 
a cloud. 

5. Papa says the moon 
does not make its own 
light, as the sun or as a 
lamp does, but throws 

back to us the sun^s light when the sun 
shines on it, just as a looking-glass throws 
back the light of a lamp. 

6. Then, if it were not for the sun, the 
moon would be all black, and I am sure I 
should not like that. 

7. The moon is nearer the earth than the 
sun is, and, as it is moving round the earth 
from west to east, it must sometimes be be- 
tween the earth and the sun, and sometimes 
on the other side of the earth from the sun. 

8. This motion of the moon causes its 
changes. When the moon is between the 
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earth and the sun, since the sun can not shine 
on that part of the moon which we see, it 
looks dark to us. 

9. But when the moon moves so that the 
sunlight rests on a small part of the side turned 
to us, that part reflects the light to the earth, 
and we see the ^^ new moon,^^ as we call it. 

10. Then, as the moon in its journey round 
the earth moves from the sun, more and more 
of the side that we see reflects the sunlight, 
until, when it is on the other side of the earth 
from the sun, we have the beautiful full moon, 

11. As the moon moves back to its first 
position between the earth and the sun, the 
bright part grows smaller and smaller until it 
is again a little narrow bow. 

1. Change, size, narrow, covered, reflects, position, journey. 

2. Add ing to change. What letter is dropped ? Is the 
word in the lesson? What are the four changes of the 
moon ? How often do we have a new moon ? Give two 
words in which oo sounds like oo in moon, and two in which 
00 sounds like oo in look, 

3. Outline. — Sun : Never changes — looks like — always 
round. Moon' : Always changing — round— grows smaller — 
little bow — dark part seen — ^gets light from sun — how to show 
this. 

Note.— This outline is different from those prevloasly given. It is simply a heading 
to malte the pupil think of the divisioHlpiiiteilesm, ponthat AflsiqvlKttr it more 

easUy. 'ATfTATlARA COONTY 

TLACUm^^ LtBKAKY 
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8. ^^ A golden robin ! Well, his feathers do 
shine like the bright gold, and what a nice 
nest he makes for his little ones to rock in 
while he is away ! It must be fastened very 
strongly to the limb, or the wind would blow 
it down/^ 

1. Hundred, build, branches, leafy, sweetest, hangs, golden, 
belongs. 

2. Describe the picture. What did the child say to her 
mother in the poem ? What did she say in the prose more 
than in the poem ? What did her mother say ? Did you 
ever see a golden robin ? Find three sentences in the lesson, 
each of which contains a name-word, a quality-word, and an 
action-word. What words can you make from leaf? gold f 


LIV. THE SUN. 

1. This morning as I looked out of my 
window, the sun was just rising. I could see 
the light before any part of the sun came in 
sight. 

2. Mamma wants me to tell her to-day all 
I know about the sun, and so I am trying to 
find out all I can about it. 

3. I know it is very large, much larger than 
the earth, and that it is a great distance from 
the earth. 

4. The sun makes it Ught and warm here. 
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If there were no sun, the earth would be so 
cold that we could not live here. The whole 
earth would be covered with snow and ice 
instead of grass and trees and flowers. 

5. I know the clouds are nearer to us than 



the sun is, because 
they often get be- 
tween tlie sun and 
the earth. 

0, When it is night 
liere, it is day on the 
other side of the 
earth, 

7. If we could go 
west fast enough we should always find it 
daylight if we started in the daytime, and 
always night if we started after dark. 

8. I think the sun must be so very hot 
that no one can live on it. The heat from 


c^ 
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the sun changes water into fog or vapor, and 
this rises and forms the clouds. 

9. Sometimes this vapor changes back to 
the form of water, and falls on the earth. 
Then we say that it rains. 

10. The sun makes it light where I hve a 
part of every twenty-four hours, but I have 
read about places in the far north where the 
sun is in sight for a great many weeks in sum- 
mer, and where in winter it goes out of sight, 
and does not come back again for months. 

1. Instead, other, distance, between, vapor, clouds. 

2. Can you see the sunlight before the sun rises ? Can you 
see it after the sun sets ? Does this give colors to the clouds 
after sunset ? Is the sun as large as the moon ? Why do we 
not see stars in the daytime ? Did you ever see a cloud 
between the earth and the sun ? What words are made from 
day in the lesson ? Tell all you know about the sun. What 
is the sound of o in other? Give a word in which U has the 
same sound. 


LV. DOES THE SUN MOVE? 

1. ^^ Mamma! Willie says he knows how 
the sun moves so fast. He says that it has a 
great many very long legs. He told me to 
open my eyes just a little and I could see 
them. 
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2. ^^ I looked, and saw bright little threads, 
like legs, reaching way down to the earth. 
Are they legs, mamma ?'^ 

3. ^^No, Henry; what you saw are little 
pieces of dust in the air. The sun shines on 
them and makes them look like fine bright 
lines.^^ 

4. "Then, mamma, how does the sun go 
round the earth so fast?^^ 

6. "The sun, Henry, does not move round 
the earth.^^ 

6. " Why, mamma, you can see it yourself. 
It comes up in the morning and goes way 
overhead, and down in the west behind the 
hills.^^ 

7. "It seems to move round the earth, 
Henry, but it really does not do so. Did you 
ever ride so fast on the cars that the fence 
seemed to be moving in the other direc- 
tion?^' 

8. "Yes, indeed, I have, and the other 
day I noticed a train standing still on a 
side track. When our train went by, the 
other cars seemed to be moving the other 
way.'' 

9. " Well, Henry, the earth is turning round 
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and round so fast that it makes the sun 
appear to be moving round it in the oppo- 
site direction. 

10. "Years ago the people believed that 
the earth was a flat plain, and that the sun 
moved just as it seems to move. After the 
wise men found that the earth was round, 
and that its motion made the sun appear to 
move, people still spoke of the sun as if it 
really went round the earth, and we speak 
of it in the same way.^^ 


1. Threads, reaching, direction, train, side track, turning, 
since, spoke, speak, opposite, motion. 

2. What did Willie say ? What did Henry see ? What 
were *' the little threads '' ? Did you ever see sunlight coming 
into a dark room through a small opening ? Does the sun 
move round the earth ? What makes it seem to move ? 
What is a train f a side track f Which was the older boy ? 
Why do you think so ? Make sentences containing bright, 
reaching, earth. 


LVI. WHO HOLDETH UP THE SKY ? 

1. From the grass a daisy looked, 
And with a glance quite shy, 
*'0 dear Miss Rose/^ she asked, 
^^Do you hold up the sky?^' 
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2. ^^ Dear daisy/^ said the rose, 

^^I can not reach so high; 
And very far above me 
Is the blue and lovely sky. 

3. " But if you wish to know, 

To find out I will try; 
For maybe ^tis the fir tree 
That's holding up the sky/' 

4. Then the rose to the fir tree 

Upraised her radiant eye, 
And said with a blush, ^^Good sir. 
Do you hold up the sky?'^ 

6. The fir tree shook his head, 
And answered with a sigh, 
^^Oh, no, indeed, sweet rose^ 
It surely is not I/' 

6. And then he asked the elm, 

Who stood to him quite nigh; 
The elm her branches waved. 
And said, ^^It is not I. 
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7. ^^But a mountain very tall 

In the distance I espy, 
And on his shoulders rests, 
I think, the wondrous sky/^ 

8. And the elm tree sent the wind, 

And the wind did swiftly hie, 
And said, ^^ Yoijr highness, sir^ 
Do you hold up the sky?^^ 

9. Returned the mountain: ^'Who would 

Into these secrets spy? 
IVe stood here many an age, 
But I never touched the sky/^ 

10. ^' Sweet daisy,^^ sighed the rose, 

^^I fear before we die 
We never shall find out 
Who holdeth up the sky/' 

11. But, as she spoke, a bird 

So far above did fly. 
She thought he surely touched 
That very same blue sky. 
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12. When flew the little bird 

To the fir tree by and by, 
They asked, ^^ Oh, tell us, please, 
Who holdeth up the sky?'' 

13. Perched on the swinging bough, 

Then sang the happy bird. 
While elm and fir. and mountain 
And rose and daisy heard: 

14. ^^'Tis He who made the daisy. 

And He who made the rose; 
Tis He who made the fir tree. 
The elm, and all that grows ; 

15. "Tis He who made the mountain, 

And made the bird to fly — 
The good and Heavenly Father — 
He holdeth up the sky/' 


1. Daisy, upraised, radiant, blush, mountain, distance, 
perched, returned, wondrous, espy, heavenly. 

2. Why did the daisy think the rose held up the sky? 
What color was the rose ? What is meant by the shoulders 
of the mountain ? 
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LVII. THE SUN SEEMS TO MOVE. 

1. ^^You inow, Harry, that the earth is 
round, and that we Hve on its surface, or out- 
side. The globe is made like the earth, and 
do you see how I can turn it round and 
round ? 

2. " The earth turns in the same way, and, 
as we are on the surface, we are carried 
along with it. If you were standing on the 
globe at the United States, and the sun were 
on the wall, when would you see it ? '^ 

3. ^' Why, I should see the sun when the 
globe turned so that I was on the side of 
the globe nearest the sun.^' 

4. " And when you were on the side turned 
from the sun, could the sun shine on you ? ^' 

5. ^^ No ; it would be night on my side of 
the globe, but the other side would be in the 
sunshine. I see how it is. When the earth 
turns so that I can begin to see the sun, I 
think the sun is rising; and when I am car- 
ried past the sun, so that I can just see it in 
the west, I think it is setting, when really I 
am moving and the sun is still/^ 

6. ^^When we say that the sun does not 
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move, we mean that it does not move round 
the earth. 

7. " It does move, but it is so far away that 
its real motion is not noticed so much. The 
stars and the moon also have their own 
motions, but only a few of the stars appear 
to us to move/^ 


1. Outside, surface, appear, globe. 

2. The sun in the west. A hen on eggs. 

I on a chair. What does surface mean ? What word 

means the opposite of outside? Does the sun rise at the 
same time in New York and in Chicago ? After it is sunrise 
in Boston, is it sunrise first in St. Louis or in San Francisco ? 
" The earth is round. ^' What kind of a word is round? In 
the sentence, ^*I can turn it round,'* does round tell how 
I can turn it ? ** I can turn it now.'* Does now tell when I 
can turn it ? "I can turn it here.** Does here tell where 
I can turn it ? These words that tell the time, manner, or 
place of an action are called adverbs, because the action-word 
is called a verb. 


LVIII. WHAT MOVES WITH THE EARTH? 

1. " I have been thinking about the earth 
and the sun, mamma, and I do not quite 
understand it. 

2. ^^ You said that everything on the earth 
was carried along with the earth^s surface as 
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that moves rapidly from the west to the east. 
This motion makes the sun and moon seem to 
move toward the west." 

3. ^^ I think, Harry, that you understand it 
very well. At least, you have stated it just 
as it is." 

4. ^^But, mamma, if everything on the 
earth^s surface is carried eastward, and the 
motion of the earth makes all objects not on 
the earth seem to move westward, why does 
not my kite seem to go toward the west 
when I am flying it? Is it because I have 
hold of the string?" 

5. ^^The kite is carried along as fast as 
you are. The birds have no string fastened 
to the earth, but they are carried along with 
it all the time." 

6. "Why, mamma, how can they be car- 
ried along when they are not on the surface 
of the earth?" 

7. "The air rests on the earth and is car- 
ried along with it. The kite and the birds 
are in the air, and that carries them along." 

8. "Then why are not the sun and moon 
carried along, too ? " 

9. " They are so far away that they are not 
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in the air that surrounds the earth. This 
does not extend very far from the earth^s 
surface/' 

10. ^^But, mamma, when the kite string 
breaks, the kite is not carried along then. 
Away it goes, and sometimes falls on the 
ground a long distance off.'' 

11. '^ Does the kite always fly westward 
when the string breaks?" 

12. ^^ No ; sometimes it flies one way and 
sometimes another way." 

13. "Will your kite always ^go up' when 
you try to fly it?" 

14. "No, not always. Sometimes there is 
not enough wind." 

15. " When the string breaks, in what direc- 
tion does the kite always go ? " 

16. " Why, it goes with the wind. I under- 
stand. It is the wind that carries it off in 
one direction or another when the string 
breaks." 

17. " That is right, Harry. When the wind 
is west, the kite is carried eastward when 
the string breaks, because the wind is 
moving toward the east faster than the 
earth is." 
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1. Understand, toward, direction, objects, extend, surrounds. 

2. Add ward to north, south, east, west, in, out, back, up, 
down^ to. Why is a bird carried along with the earth ? 
When a kite string breaks, in what direction does the kite go ? 
Give the name-words and the describing-words in the first 
paragraph. Group the words in the second paragraph. 


LIX. A WONDERFUL FORT. 

1. There was once a wonderful fort, 

With guards within and without, 
But all of a trembling, fearing sort ; 
And the name of the captain was Doubt. 

2. There came three children one day. 

With a flag their heads above; 
And they stormed the fort in a wonderful 

way. 
And the name of their leader was Love. 

3. So happens it every day, 

For Love is stronger than Doubt; 
And it^s well for our hearts if Doubt gives 

way. 
And Love reigns within and without. 


1. Wonderful, guards, happens, trembling, fearing, sort, 
doubt, captain, stormed, reigns. 
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LX. THE NEW WATCH. 


1. All the boys in our school liked John 
Allen. He was never overbearing to the 
smaller boys, and was so manly and truthful 
that his schoolmates used to say they knew 
that they could depend on John. 

2. Boys always know their playmates, and 
no boy can stand well with them unless he 
is a pretty good fellow. 

3. Boys may not know it, but I think they 
^'mark^^ their playmates^ standing fully as 
closely as they are ^^ marked'^ for their own 
lessons or conduct. 

4. If a boy is mean and cowardly, and is 
dishonest and untruthful, he is soon found 
out, and loses all standing with the other 
boys. 

5. But if a boy is noble, manly, truthful, 
and honest, he is always looked up to by the 
boys who know him. 

6. This is quite true of men as well as of 
boys; only men are sometimes more easily 
deceived than boys are, and for awhile be- 
lieve a man to be great and good because he 
claims to be. But when he is found out 
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they, perhaps, treat him a little worse than 
boys would. 

7. I suppose Santa Klaus must have heard 
^ about John, for on Christmas 

moniin^iT Jolm found on his table 
a nice watch, with a card near it, 
8. Ou the card WHS written, '^A 
good watch for a good boy," All 
the boyis at school were glad that 



John got his watch, and were sure that he 
ought to have it. 

9. There were two strange sentences writ- 
ten on the inside of the case. What do they 
mean ? 

" The child is father of the man." 

"Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined.'* 
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1. Overbearing, honest, truthful, choose, inclines, twig, 
depend; conduct, cowardly, loses, deceive, believe. 

2. Give two meanings of watch. What is the meaning of 
un f of dis t What does dishonest mean ? What does 
untruthful mean f Use dis and un with two other words. 
Write a sentence, using the word inclines. What does mardy 
mean ? How many hands does a watch have ? Do watches 
ever have more than two hands ? Niever is what kind of a 
word ? Find in the lesson another time-word, and tell what 
action-word it is used with. 


LXI. SPOT AND TIP. 

1. Spot and Tip are great friends. They 
play with each other and never fight. They 
even lap milk from the same dish. 

2. One day a strange dog came into the 
yard and ran at Tip. 

3. She was afraid, but bent her back in a 
ftmny way, and got her claws all ready to 
scratch him if he should try to bite her. 

4. Spot was in the barn. He heard the 
noise, and ran to help Tip. When Tip saw 
Spot coming, she was no longer afraid. She 
knew that he would take care of her. 

5. The strange dog saw Spot, too, and ran 
away as fast as he could. Tip put her face 
up to Spot^s and purred gently, as much as 
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to say, "Thank you, Spot. I think you are 
a very good dog/' 

6. Spot answered her in his own way, 
which she seemed to understand, and they 
walked oflF together. 

7. They always agree excepting when Tip 
eats a mouse or a rat. 

8. Then Spot looks at her for a moment or 
two, as much as to say that he doesn't think 
it very nice of her to do such a thing, and 
goes away out of her sight and hearing until 
she is through eating. 

9. And yet Spot seems to know that he 
must not expect a cat to be just like a dog 
in everything, for he often brings a mouse or 
a rat that he has caught, and drops it at 
Tip's feet. 

10. Then, without waiting to be thanked, 
he runs away, as if half ashamed to think 
that he has done such a thing, even to please 
his good friend. 

11. Perhaps Tip is more selfish than Spot. 
At least, she always eats her own rats and 
mice, as well as those that Spot gives her, 
and never even offers him anything in re- 
turn. 
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13. But cats 
and dogs have 
ways of their 



^^ 


own, and perhaps in some way she repays him 
for his kindness, though Spot never seems to 
expect her to thank him for what he does. 


CRADLE SONG, ]45 


1. Answered, excepting, funny, scratch, noise, understand, 
expect, waiting, selfish, return. 

2. Who are Spot and Tip ? What do they do ? What hap- 
pened one day ? What did Spot do ? How did Tip thank 
him ? Did they always agree ? What did Spot do then ? 
What do dogs eat ? What do cats eat ? Can you find a name- 
word in the first paragraph that can not be changed to mean 
more than one ? Change mouse to make the word mean more 
than one. What four words tell how Tip bent her back ? Is 
" in a funny way^^ used like a single word to tell the manner ? 
" Spot was in the barn.'' What three words here are used as 
2l place -word f What words can you make from ansioerf 
noise f 


LXII. CRADLE SONG. 

1. Sleep, baby, sleep! 

Thy father's watching the sheep, 
Thy mother's shaking the dreamland tree, 
And down drops a little dream for thee. 
Sleep, baby, sleep! 

2. Sleep, baby, sleep! 
The large stars are the sheep. 

The little stars are the lambs, I guess, 
The bright moon is the shepherdess. 
Sleep, baby, sleep! 


1. Dreamland, shepherdess, shaking. 
10 
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LXIII. THE STRANGE BOAT. 

1. Albert had been telling us about a 
strange boat on the lake, and so we thought 
we would go and see it on our first hoh- 
day. 

2. On Saturday we all hurried to the park, 
and there on the water was the strangest 
boat we ever saw. It had no oars or sails, 
but moved quite fast. 

3. The stern of the boat looked like a great 
white swan. There were seats in front of 
this, and I counted seven people on the boat. 
Six were sitting in the seats, and one was 
back of the swanks tail. I soon found that 
this man made the boat go, and steered it at 
the same time. 

4. There were little paddle wheels hidden 
under the swan, and the man turned them 
with his feet. There were rests for the feet, 
nearly the same as on a bicycle, and the 
paddle wheels were turned in about the same 
way as a bicycle wheel. 

5. Once a live swan was put into the lake 
near the boat. She floated round and round 
it, and seemed to be thinking what it could 
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be, and whether she would be friendly with 
it or not. 

6. At last she came close to it, and from 
that moment was uneasy when it was not 
near her. Everywhere the boat went, the 
swan went too. When it stopped, she floated 



near it. She would go to the shore to be fed, 
but as soon as possible would swim rapidly 
out to her strange friend, and rest quite 
happy by its side. 

7. We thought this as strange as the boat 
itself; but one of the boys said he guessed 
the swan had nothing else to play with, and 
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SO made believe the boat was alive, just the 
same as little girls play with their dolls and 
pretend to talk with them. 


1. Thought, Bwan, counted, steered, paddle, wheels, bicycle, 
turned, floated, whether, friendly, uneasy, pretend. 

2. What words can you make from easyf How do you 
steer a sled ? How is a boat steered? What do swans eat ? 
What kind of feet do they have ? 


LXIV. A FOOLISH CHALLENGE. 
PAET I. 

1. Near the old red schoolhouse there is a 
large hill, and at the foot of the hiU a pond 
stretches across the valley. 

2. In winter the boys like to go early to 
school, and slide down the hill and far out 
on the pond before school time. 

3. The teacher likes to see the boys enjoy 
themselves, and she rings the bell ten minutes 
before school begins, so that there will be 
time enough for them to get from the top 
of the hill to the schoolhouse. 

4. One day the ice was hardly strong 
enough to bear, and so the boys were slid- 
ing on the other side of the hill. 
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6. ^^ I dare anybody/^ said John, '' to slide 
down the hill and across 
the pond/' 




6. Now, 
boys are 

about as foolish as 
men in such things^ 
and they often think it cow- 
ardly to refuse a '* dare/^ as 
they call it- 

7. So Harry shouted back, 
'^ril go ! " and in a minute 
more the two boys were dash- 
ing down the hill on their swift sleds. 


1. Stretches, vaUey, dare, foolish, cowardly, refuse, dash- 
ing, early, shouted. 

2. Give two meanings of lear. Give another word spelled 
differently but pronounced the same. What is ^^a valley'' ? 
What is a '"dare"? What is the meaning of time enough f 
What is the opposite of refuse f 

3. Outline. — The hill: Where it is — what is at the bot- 
tom — what the boys do. The teacher : What she does — why. 
What happened : Ice not strong — boys sliding — the ^^ dare " — 
accepted — why — the start. 
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LXV. A FOOLISH CHALLENGE. 
PART II. 

1. The teacher had just come to the school- 
room door when the boys started on their 
dangerous slide. 

2. She knew the ice was thin, and she ran 
from the schoolhouse toward the boys, call- 
ing on them to stop. 

3. But they could not stop. Down, down 
the hill they went, faster and faster, until 
they came to the edge of the ice. 

4. Harry^s sled leaped from a little ridge 
of snow on to the pond, and broke through 
the ice before it was far from the shore; 
but John^s sled struck the ice evenly, and, 
like an arrow, darted out over its smooth 
surface toward the center of the pond. 

5. The water was not very deep where 
Harry broke in, and in a minute he was on 
the shore, wet and shivering with cold, but 
too anxious for John^s safety even to think 
of his own condition. 

6. On, on went John, the ice cracking and 
bending under his sled. 

7. The boys all knew that if he broke 
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through the ice so far from shore no one 
could help him, and they stood trembling 
with hope and fear until they saw the sled 
strike the other shore. 

8. Then what a shout they gave as they 
J ran round the pond 



^ to meet John, and 
bring him back to 
^ _ ,^ . school ! 

^ 9. " Thank God/' 

said the teacher, ^^that it is no worse ! Learn 
the right lesson from what has happened this 
morning, and it will save you from many a 
danger when you are older/' 


1. Trembling, worse, dangerous, leaped, evenly, darted, 
anxious, condition, edge. 

2. Make sentences containing the words even, evenly, darted, 
worse, anxious, condition. What sound has xi in anxious 9 
What did the teacher mean by ^^ saving the boys from many 
a danger " ? Which is the braver boy, one who dares to do 
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right, or one who is afraid to refuse a '^ dare '' P Hake all 
the words you can from tremble, danger. 

3. Outline. — The teacher: Where she was — what she 
knew — what she did. The slide : How they went down the 
hill. Harry^s sled. John^s sled : Where it went — what the 
boys saw — what they did. The lesson. 


LXVI. THE OLD MILL. 

1. Isn't this a pretty picture ? It is an old 
mill. Years ago there were in the country 
a great many mills like this one, and the 
farmers used to take their corn there to be 
ground into meal. 

2. The man who grinds the corn is called 
the miller. 

3. See the large wheel! It is called a 
water wheel because the water turns it. 
This wheel turns other wheels, and they turn 
the great round stones that grind the corn. 

4. Sometimes the wheels are turned by 
wind. The mill is then called a windmill. 

5. In many large mills the wheels are 
turned by steam, in the same way as the 
wheels of an engine. 

6. When wheat is ground in these mills it 
becomes flour. Rye is ground into rye flour, 
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and oatB into ontnieaL Corn 
meal is soiiietiines called 
Iiuliau men], because the 
Indians raised corn before 
Columbus came to America. 

'^ Blow, winds, blow! and go, mill, go! 
That the miller may grind the corn ; 

That the baker may take it. 

And into rolls make it. 
And send us some hot in the morn/' 
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1. Miller, baker, morn, grinds, Columbus, Indian, flour, 
rye, oats, steam, engine, wheat, America. 

2. What do you see in the picture ? How many kinds of 
mills have you seen? What is used to *^turn the milP^? 
Give two sentences containing the word ground with two 
meanings. Morn means what ? Why is ing left off ? What 
does it rhyme with ? What does er mean in miller and baker f 
Do you know what windmills are used for in this country ? 
^' Many mills were in the country. '* What three words are 
used as b, place-word f Which of these words is a name-word f 
The name-word is joined to the action-word by what little 
word ? Then in is a joining or connecting word. What is 
the connecting word in the last line of the verses ? What 
three words in the same line tell when the rolls are sent ? 
Make all the words you can from bake. 


LXVII. A BIRD'S HOUSE. 

1. I found a little bird^s house to-day, 

Round and brown, and as soft as silk; 
It was built in the prettiest, cunningest way, 

When the trees were as white as milk 
With apple blossoms — do you remember ? 
Or have you forgotten in chill December ? 

2. This was the way ; there were straws and 

sticks. 
And the father-bird found them one by 
one; 
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And his wise little wife knew the way to fix 

The coziest little home under the sun, 
Out of straws and sticks and mud and clay; 
And she built the whole on a summer's 
day. 

3. Then she laid the cunningest little eggs, 
And soon in the nest there were birdies 
dear, 
Which she loved and tended with constant 
care 
Till the summer passed and the leaves 
grew sear. 
And then to the south they flew away, 
For they knew of this cold December day. 

1. Blossoms, remember, forgotten, December, coziest, cun- 
ning, sear, constant, tended. 

2. What was the "bird's house''? Could you call it a 
^^ bird-house " ? Is there any action-word in the first stanza 
that shows past time by adding ed to the present ? What is 
the present of fotmdf was built f were? forgot? When 
was the bird's nest found ? How soft was it ? How was it 
built ? When ? How white were the trees ? With what ? 
Who found the straws ? Who knew how to fix them ? How 
long was she building the nest ? What did they do then ? 

Note.— Action-words or verbs have but two forms to denote time ; as, present (tense 
or time), I look ; past (tense or time), I looked ; present, I see ; past, I saw. Other 
changes in the verb form are to show person and number ; as, he runt, they run ; I see^ 
he sees. Other divisions of time are shown by using verbs which show the time by 
their meaning ; as, She had gone. 
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LXVIII. JOHN'S LETTER TO HIS FATHER. 
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Just a little every day — that's the way 
Seeds in darkness swell and grow, 
Tiny blades put through the snow. 

Never a flower of May 

Leaps to blossom in a burst. 
Slowly — slowly — at the first. 

That's the way — just a little every day. 

Just a little every day — that's the way 
Knowledge comes as children grow. 
Day by day new things they know. 

Never in longest day 

Can a boy to manhood climb. 
Slowly — slowly — all the time, 

That's the way — just a little every day. 
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LXIX. GRANDMOTHER'S STORY. 

1. Dear old grandmother! Years have 
passed since she left us, but I often think of 
her as she sat in her great easy-chair, and 
knitted away, while she told us children won- 
derful stories of what happened when she 
was young. 

2. One night I was teasing the cat, when 
grandmother, whose kind heart was troubled 
to see any of God's creatures in pain, said 
that if I would let pussy alone she would tell 
us how her cat once saved her hfe. 

3. The cat was quickly put on the mat by 
the fire, and we drew our chairs as near to 
grandmother as possible, to hear her story. 

4. ^^When I was a little gir^ she began, 
'' not older than May, we lived in the coun- 
try, quite a distance from any other house. 

5. '^ Father had gone off for the day, and 
mother and I were left alone. The nearest 
neighbor was nearly half a mile away, but 
niother said that she must go and call there, 
as one of the family was sick, and she might 
be able to do some good. 

6. " It was a long walk for me, and mother 
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thought that, if I was not afraid to stay at 
home alone, it would be better for me not to 
go with her. 

V. ^^ There was nothing to harm me, and I 



rather liked the l#J^^^ 
idea of house- k"^-H'^^' 
keeping by myself for an 
hour or two. So I said 
that I was not afraid to 
be left alone, and that 
mother might go without me. 

8. ^^ As soon as she was fairly out of s: 
I began to dust the chairs and to ^put 
room to rights,' as mother used to say. 


ight 
the 
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9. ^^ After a while, feeling tired, I lay down 
with my pet cat near me, on the rug before 
the fire, and was soon fast asleep. 

10. ^^ I do not know how long I slept, but 
the cat awoke me by pulling my clothes and 
mewing. When I opened my eyes I was 
frightened enough. The room was full of 
smoke, and I could see that the house was 
on fire. 

11. ^^Half awake, and nearly overcome by 
the smoke, I took the cat in my arms and 
ran out of doors. 

12. ^^ Mother was on her way home when 
she first saw the smoke, and, full of fear lest 
I was in the burning house, she came hurry- 
ing into the yard and found me sitting near 
the barn, still holding the cat in my arms. 

13. ^^ The house was all on fire, and in a 
short time was burned to the ground. I 
could tell mother nothing about the fire, only 
that the cat saved my life.^^ 

1. Grandmother, knitted, happened, teasing, creatures, 
drew, neighbor, housekeeping, mewing, burned. 

2. Is ^*Dear old grandmother^' a sentence ? Why not? 

What is it ? What mark shows this ? May a sentence be an 

exclamation ? What does this exclamation mean ? Change 

it to a sentence that should have a period after it. 
11 
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LXX. WHY LITTLE BIRDS HOP. 

1. A little bird sat on a twig of a tree, 
A-swinging and singing, as glad as could 

be, 
And shaking his feathers and smoothing 

his dress, 
And having such fun as you never could 

guess. 

2. And when he had finished his sweet morn- 

ing song, 
He flew down to the ground, and went 

hopping along. 
This way and that way, with both little 

feet. 
While his sharp twinkling eyes looked 

for something to eat. 

3. A little boy said to him, ^^ Birdie, do stop. 
And tell me the reason you go with a 

hop! 
Why do you not walk as we boys do, 

and men. 
One foot at a time, Uke a dove or a hen? 
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^^ ^^How queer it would look 

to yoUj when you go 

out, 
If you saw boys and girls 

all ^o liojipiug about 
Like you, little bird ! And 

you don't know what 

fan 
It is to be able to walk 

and to run/' 

5. Then the httle bird went 

with a hop^ hop^ hop, 

And he laughed and he 

laughed, as he never 
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And he said to the boy, ^' There are some 

birds that talk, 
And some small birds that hop, and some 

large birds that walk. 

6. " Use your eyes, little boy. If you watch 

you will see 
What little birds hop with both feet, just 

like me. 
And what other birds walk, like the duck 

and the hen; 
And when you know that, you^ll know 

more than some men. 

7. '^All the birds that can scratch for their 

food in the ground, 
All the birds that can wade in the water 

around. 
All the birds that have talons with which 

to catch prey — 
They all walk, just one foot at a time, 

the same way. 

8. '^But most of the birds, who can sing 

you a song. 
Are so small that their two legs are not 
very strong 
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To scratch with, or walk with, or catch 

things — that^s why 
They hop with both feet. Little boy, now 

good-by/^ 

L Finished, hopping, shaking, talons^ ground, swinging, 
smoothing, twig. 

2. Where did the bird sit ? What was he doing ? What 
did he do on the ground ? What did the boy say to him ? 
What did the bird reply ? What birds can you mention that 
scratch in the dirt ? Can you name any bird that catches 
prey with his claws ? 


LXXI. WHAT FANNIE SAW. 

1. Fannie^s father was away from home, 
and her mother was very busy. 

2. There was no school, and Fannie soon 
got tired of being in the house, and wanted 
to go out to the barn and see the cow and 
the horse. 

3. So her mother called James from the 
barn, where he was at work, and asked him 
to take Fannie with him for an hour or two. 

4. Fannie was pleased, for she always hked 
to go to the barn, and she said she would try 
not to trouble James at all. 

6. In the barnyard stood a large tub full 
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of water, and Fannie laughed as she saw the 
cow dip her nose into the water to drink. 

6. She said she would rather drink out of 
a tumbler; but the cow could not do this, 
and so had to drink in her own way. 

7. StiU she could not 
see how the cow got 
much water in her 
mouth in that way, nor 
how it could run uphill 
through her throat. 



8. As Fannie was standing near the tub, she 
looked to see if the cow really did drink the 
water. 

9. ^' Why, James, ^^ said she, ^' the poor cow 
will get no water. It is all running out of 
the tub. It must leak somewhere/^ 
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10. James laughed, and told her that she 
would find that the cow could drink a tubful 
of water in about three minutes, and Fannie 
soon saw that the cow was drinking the 
water that she thought must be leaking out 
of the tub. 

11. She could see by looking at the outside 
of the cow's neck that the water was being 
carried down her throat very fast, even if it 
did have to run uphill. 


1. Trouble, rather, tumbler, throat, leaking, carried. 

2. Could you drink like a cow or a dog ? What is a young 
horse called ? What is a young cow called ? Did you ever 
notice how birds drink ? Mark the silent letters in laughed, 
trouble, throat, "James laughed, and told her.^^ What word 
joins laughed with told f 

Note.— ^m^, (/; or, and some other words are connecting-words. They are called 
wnjunctUms^ while the other little connecting-words, in^ qf^from^ are C9X\e^ prepositions. 
The prepositions always have a name-word (or a word that takes its place) after them, 
and, with the name-word, are used to tell timsy places or manner. 


LXXIL HOW DIFFERENT CREATURES DRINK. 

1. Pretty sood the horse began to drink, 
and Fannie saw that he drank in about the 
same way as the cow. 

2. But the hen, after dipping her bill into 
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-the tub, held up her head as if to let the 
water run down her throat. 

3. This made Fannie think about the way 
in which different animals drink, and she 
asked James a great many questions which 
he could not answer. 

4. But Fannie said she would begin that 
day and write down the names of all the 
different animals she had ever seen, and then 
find out how each one drank. 

5. While she was talking with James the 
cow stood near them, and seemed to be 
chewing something all the time. 

6. ^^ James,^' said Fannie, ^^I think the cow 
must have had something hard in her mouth ; 
she has been chewing it for a long time." 

7. James looked at the cow for a minute, 
and then told Fannie that the cow had a 
strange way of eating as well as of drinking, 
and he promised to tell her all about it. 
Fannie thought she had a great deal to 
learn about the common animals. 


1. Dipping, different, questions, common, chewing, answer. 

2. Make a list of all the animals you know, and tell how 
each one drinks. What animals "chew the cud" ? Which 
animal do you think is most useful to man ? Drop in^ from 
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What sounds have i and o in question? Group 
the words in the first paragraph and name the connecting- 
words. What words can you make from differ f 


LXXIII. PAPA'S RETURN. 

1. ^^ Papa has come ! Papa has come ! I 
am glad he is at home again. I must run 
and find him. 

2. ^^ Oh, here you are, papa ! Mamma said 
that you would be here to-night. Every day 
we have said, ' We do wish papa would come 
home.^ It seems a long time since you went 
away, and we have missed you so much." 

3. ^^And I have missed my little Fannie 
and her mamma, too, and am glad to get 
home again. The three days I have been 
away have seemed like three weeks." 

4. ^^ Three days, papa ! Only three days ! 
Why, it must be more than that since you 
went away." 

5. ^^ Well, Fannie, I went away on Wednes- 
day, and this is Saturday. You see that I 
have been away only two whole days. But, 
Fannie, what have you found to do since I 
went away?" 
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6. ^^I have helped mamma all I could; btit 
you know, papa, I am such a little girl that 
, '' . ^ I can not 

do much to 
help her. 

7. '^One 

day I went 

to the barn, 

and saw the 

cow and the 

horse and the hens 

drinking. I never 

knew before that 

there are so many 

different ways to 

drink. 

8. '' So I asked 
mamma to tell me 
how the different 
animals drink, and 
she said I must 
watch them and see, 
and I have already 
found out how the cat and the dog and the 
little birds drink.^^ 

9. ^^I am glad you are finding out things 
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for yourself. Now let us go and see 
mamma/^ 


1. Missed, Wednesday, Satuj-day, already, yourself. 

2. Find an expression in the lesson that means '^not more 
than three days/' What does only mean ? What does Wed. 
stand for ? Sat, f What mark shows that a part of the word 
is left off ? Write sentences containing the words know, no, 
knew, new. What is the mark after come in the first para- 
graph ? What does Oh mean in the second paragraph ? When 
Oh is used in this way, to express surprise or fear, it is called 
an interjection. 


LXXIV. GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD MORNING. 

1. A fair little girl sat under a tree, 
Sewing as long as her eyes could see; 
Then she smoothed her work and folded 

it right, 
And said, ^^Dear work, good night, good 
night!" 

2. Soon a number of crows came over her 

head. 
Crying, ^' Caw, caw! ^^ on their way to bed; 
She said, as she watched their curious 

flight, 

"Little black things, good night, good 
night!" 
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3. The horses neighed and the oxen lowed; 
The sheep's bleat, bleat, came over the 

road — 
All seeming to say, with a quiet delight, 
'^Good little girl, good night, good night!" 



4. She did not say to the sun, '' Good night,'^ 
Though she saw him there like a ball of 

light; 
For she knew he had God's own time to 

keep 
All over the world, and never could 

sleep. 
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6. The tall pink foxglove bowed his head, 
The violets courtesied and went to bed, 
And good httle Lucy tied up her hair, 
And said, on her knees, her evening prayer. 

6. And while on her pillow she softly lay, 
She knew nothing more till again it was 

day. 
And all things said to the beautiful sun, 
^' Good morning, good morning ! our work 
is begun/^ 

1. Curious, flight, neighed, lowed, delight, foxglove, violets, 
courtesied, prayer, pillow. 

2. Give two meanings of low. What word forms its plural 
in en f In the first stanza, why does dear begin with a capital ? 


LXXV. AT SCHOOL. 

PART I. 

1. See the merry boys and girls! They 
have just come out of the schoolhouse. 
Some are already at play. Others are at 
the pump, and one little fellow sits under 
the maple tree. 

2. He is lame, and can not run and play 
like the others. How kind the boys are to 
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him ! They have made a nice seat for him, 
where he can see them play. They always 
take care of him, and fetch water from the 
pump for him to drink. 

3. The boys all like Horace. When he 
was well and strong, he was always first in 

their games. Now he 

Ajt^ -'W^ ^**^ there looking at 

^ ^^^ them, and thinking 

how long it will be 

before he can run 

and jump again. 



■^■^v^J^^^Ci^-Vi^J^C 


■v/\ 


4. This is the way Horace got hurt. One 
day the boys were playing in the street, 
when a runaway horse came round the 
corner. 

5. Right in front of the horse stood one 
of the little boys, too frightened to move. 
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6. Horace caught hold of the little fellow 
and dragged him out of danger, but was 
himself struck by the wagon. 

7. One of his legs was broken, and he had 
to stay in bed for a long time. But his 
playmates were all very kind to him, and 
he says that he is glad he saved the boy 
from being run over, even if he did get hurt 
himself. 

1. others, maple, sadly, runaway, seized, fetch, frightened, 
merry. 

2. Where have the children been ? What are they doing ? 
Why does one boy sit under the tree ? How do the boys 
show him kindness ? How did he get hurt ? Fetch means 
what ? Add er to merry. What does the y become ? In the 
first paragraph, name every part of speech you know. 


LXXVI. AT SCHOOL. 

PART II. 

1. The bell has rung. Recess is over. How 
quickly the children leave their play and 
form in line at the door ! They love their 
teacher, and try to do as she tells them. 

2. Where is poor lame Horace ? Oh, there 
he is ! Two of the largest boys are with 
him. 
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3. How careful they are not to hurt him ! 
He looks up at them and thanks them for 
their kindness. They must be very good 
boys. 

4. The little boy whom Horace saved 
thinks that Horace is a great hero. 





?\K^ 




He says that he 'Q*^/- . 
will repay Horace for ^^^^^':^S[^^'^ 
what he did by saving some - '^-^\^ 
other boy when he gets larger. 

6. He tells everybody how he was dragged 
from under the horse^s hoofs, and how Horace 
risked his own life to save him from being 
run over. 

7. Nearly every day he says to Horace, ^^ I 
am sorry I was so careless as to get in the 
way of that horse. I am old enough to 
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know better, and I will never do such a 
thing again/^ 

Dear children, keep the Golden Eule; 

Be gentle, kind, and true. 
And always do to others as 

You'd have them do to you. 

1. Rung, recess, golden, you'd, hero, risk. 

2. Change to questions, " The bell rang,'' '' They left their 
play." What letters are left out of you'd? Learn the 
Golden Rule. What does keep mean ? 

3. Outline. — Recess over — what the* children do — careful- 
of Horace. The boy Horace saved — what he thinks — what he 
does — what he says. 


LXXVII. COASTING. 

1. A hill; a sled all painted red, 

The name in yellow; 
A boy in cap, mittens, and wrap, 
A happy fellow. 

2. The track like ice — ^that^s very nice; 

A scrape and rumble ; 
A little swerve, a hasty curve — 
And such a tumble! 

3. A whirl ; a stop ; the sled on top — 

Snow all this hiding; 

12 
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A merry laugh — ^this is not half 
The fun of shding. 

1. Painted, yellow, mittens, wn^, scrape, rumble, swerve, 
curve, whirl, tumble. 

2. Are there more rhyming words than usual in these 
stanzas ? Write the first stanza so as to make each rhyming 
word stand at the end of a line. What is the sound of e in 
swerve f What does it rhyme with ? Mark the sounds in 
laugh. What does it rhyme with ? What letter is silent in 
wrap f What does rap mean ? Put " I see " before *^ a hill,'' 
and ^^and'' in place of the semicolon, and read the first 
stanza. Put " is '' after track, " I hear '' before the second 
line, and ^^I see'' before the third line, and read the second 
stanza. How many syllables rhyme in any of these words ? 


LXXVIII. THE POEM RE-TOLD. 


^.ay 





^J^'i^U^^l^z^^'n^^^^ 
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2. What scrapes over the ground ? What is the meaning 
of "bare ground" ? Write two sentences containing words 
pronounced hdr. Copy the lesson. 

Over the silver sea of sleep 
The dream boats drift away, away ; 

Adown the dawn they softly creep 
Into the harbor of the day. 


180 SECOND READER. 

LXXIX. THE RIDE. 

.1. Kate. Let me ride with you to-day, 
father. Do let me ride to-day. 

2. Mr. Gray. I am going to town to-day, 
Kate. It is ^ long ride. Will you not get 
tired ? 

3. K. No, father ; I think I shall enjoy the 
ride too much to get very tired, and I do 
want to go to town with you. 

4. Mr. G. Well, get ready as soon as you 
can, and you may go. 

5. K. Thank you, father; I will be ready 
in a very few minutes. 

6. When Kate came out of the house ready 
for the ride, her father was waiting for her, 
and soon they were on the road to town. 

7. The road was smooth and straight, and 
Mr. Gray let Kate take the reins for a while. 

8. Kate thought it great sport to drive 
the horse, which was very gentle and trotted 
along without noticing who was guiding him, 
until Kate struck him with the reins. 

9. He was not used to this, and sprang 
forward so suddenly as to throw Kate nearly 
off the seat. 


THE RIDE. 
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10. She was frightened, and gave the reins 
to her father, who soon 

quieted tlie hoj^se, while 
he showed Kate how 
to drive, and told her 
that t^lie must be care- 
fid about striking 
this horse, as he wa^ 
very high-spirited, 

11. On their v^ 
way home 



they saw a large bear standing in the middle 
of the road. 
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12. The horse saw him, too, and stopped. 
For a moment he stood and looked at the bear, 
then he tried to turn and go the other way. 

13. Just then the bear walked slowly away 
from them, and they saw that a man was 
leading him. 

14. When the man saw that the horse was 
frightened, he led the bear out of the road 
into the field so as to let the horse pass him. 

15. Even then the horse was unwilling to 
go along the road where the bear had stood, 
and he did not fully get over his fright until 
he was safe at home in the barn. 

16. For some time afterward the horse was 
frightened when he was driven over this 
road. He would look carefully around, as if 
he feared that the bear was not far away, 
and would tremble as he hurried on. 


1. Leading, suddenly, slowly, reins, trotted, unwilling, 
frightened, forward, straight, high-spirited. 

2. Write two sentences containing the words reins and 
rains. Make three words from fright. Did he lead the 
bear ? What was Kate^s last name ? What does Mr. stand 
for ? What does the period show ? Change drove to make 
it mean present time. Why are there no quotation marks in 
the first sentence ? Can you change the form of it so as to 
use them ? What does '' K.'' stand for in the third para- 
graph ? How far does the dialogue extend ? 
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LXXX. THE BOY AND THE BIRD. 

1. A little bird on a tall elm tree 

Was making her nest in June ; 
As she thought of her eggs and her little 
birds, 
She sang a merry tune. 

2. A boy stood under the lofty elm, 

And the merry song he heard; 
As he caught the pure, sweet notes, he said, 
^^I wish I could sing hke a bird/^ 
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1. Merry, building, lofty, listened. 

2. Give the rhjrming words and mark the sounds. What is 
meant by *' caught the notes " ? Does the word caught make 
it seem as if the notes came through the air like a ball ? 
Copy the script. What is told in the prose that is not in the 
poem ? What birds build nests in trees ? Where do other 
birds make their nests ? Do all birds use straw to make their 
nests? 


A FABLE, 
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LXXXI. A FABLE. 

1. Once on a time a mouse came running 
to her mother in great haste. 

2. ^^ Come out into the pantry/^ said she. 
^^ Do come with me and see what I have found ! 

3. ^^ It is such a nice Uttle house, and there 
is a piece of cheese in it. I did not go in, 
though the cheese smelled so good that I 
wanted to get it for you. 



4. ^^I thought I would run and tell you 
first, and then we could go together and get 
the cheese. It is safe from the cat, for the 
door is so small that she can not get in.. 
Some one must have made it just for us.^^ 

5. " My child, ^^ said the wise old mouse, 
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'^some one did build the little house you 
saw just for the mice. 

6. ^^I have seen a great many such houses; 
they are nothing but traps. If you go into 
one of them, you can never get out again. 

7. ^^ The cheese may be very nice, but it is 
better to go without it than to run so much 
risk to get it.^^ 

1. Mouse, mice, pantry, smelled, though, traps, risk. 

2. How do you generally make a word mean more than 
one ? Change goose to make it mean more than one. Change 
mouse to make it mean more than one. Do mice talk ? If 
we heard them talking, could we understand them ? Why is 
this 9, fable f What is the meaning of this fable ? 


LXXXII. TIME. 
PAKT I. 

1. ^^ Sixty seconds make a minute, 
Sixty minutes make an hour, 
Twenty-four hours make a day, 
Seven days make a week, 
Four weeks make a month. 
Twelve months make a year.^^ 

2. ^^ I think twenty-four hours would make 
a pretty long day,^^ said Henry Brown, when 
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he had read this table. '' There must be two 
kinds of days. At home we call it ^ day ^ 
when the sun shines, and ^ night 'when it is 
dark. Twenty-four hours must make an 
arithmetic day.'' 

3. ^^ There are twenty-four hours in one 
day and night/' said Robert. '^ An arithmetic 
day must be always the same, while our 
days are longest in summer and shortest in 
winter." 

4. ^^If ^four weeks make a month/ there 
are only forty-eight weeks in a year, and I 
think that we have fifty-two weeks in a 
year." 

6. ^^My arithmetic does not say that ^four 
weeks make a month.' Perhaps your arith- 
metic takes a vacation of four weeks." 

6. At this both the boys laughed, and Henry 
said that there were three hundred and sixty- 
five days in a year, and that would be one 
day more than fifty-two weeks, so that, if 
four weeks made a month, there would be 
thirteen months and one day in a year. 

1. Seconds, arithmetic, perhaps, vacation, hundred, thir- 
teen, forty, fifty. 

2. How many hours are shown on clocks ? Do we some- 
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times say that twelve hours make a day ? Do all months 
have the same number of days ? Do all years have the same 
number of days ? Do all days have the same number of 
hours ? 


LXXXIII. THE SONG OF THE BIRDS. 

1. Birdies singing in a tree, 
What is it they say to me? 

^^ Let your heart be glad to-day ^^ — 
That is what the birdies say. 

2. ^^ What though swiftly falls the rain, 
Soon the sun will shine again ; 

What though winds may fiercely blow, 
Tis but for an hour or so. 

3. ^^ Drive away dull care and sorrow; 
Pleasure will come on the morrow. 
Look on life's bright side, and see 
How much happier you'll be. 

4. ^^ All in vain is sad repining ; 
See the dark cloud's silver fining. 
Dp as we do all day long: 

Sing a glad and merry song.^^ 

1. Fiercely, repining, silver, lining. 

2. Is the wind spoken of as if it were alive ? What animals 
are fierce ? Do clouds sometimes seem lined with silver ? 
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LXXXIV. THE PARROT. 

PART I. 

1. Did you ever hear a bird talk ? The 
bird you see in the picture could speak many 
words as plainly as some children can. She 
was a great pet in the family in which she 
hved, and seemed to know each one by name. 

2. If she were not fed in the morning, 
she would call out, " Polly wants her break- 
fast.^^ If it were not given her at once, she 
would caU some one by name, ^^Ned, Polly 
wants her breakfast.^^ 

3. Then, if Ned did not give her some 
food, she would try James. ^^ James, Polly 
wants her breakfast.^^ And so in this way 
she would name each one until she got her 
breakfast. 

4. When food was brought her she would 
laugh in a queer way, and say ^^I knew Pd 
get it.^^ She never made a mistake about the 
name of the meal. Breakfast was always 
caUed for in the morning, and tea in the 
afternoon. 

5. Polly was very cross sometimes. We 
did not know why. Perhaps she did not 
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feel well, and possibly she 
had failed to learu some 
word that she was very anx- 
ious to use. 

6. But, whatever 
the reason^ she was 
certainly cross. At 
such times she re- 
fused any kindly 
advances on 
our part, and 



would not take even the choicest bits of food 
that she specially liked. 
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7. When she was very cross she took the 
greatest pleasure in biting everybody but 
mother. 

8. If one of the boys put a finger near 
her, it was pretty certain to be nipped; but 
mother could do what she pleased, and Polly 
never tried to bite her. 


1. Parrot, breakfast, plainly, afternoon, Polly, failed, pos- 
sibly, anxious, refuse, advances, choicest, mistake. 

2. Did you ever see a parrot ? What kind of a bill did it 
have ? What colors was it ? What words in the lesson are 
made of two words ? How did Polly break her fast ? Can 
any other bird be taught to talk ? When you speak of some 
other person and yourself, which do you mention first? 
When you tell what some one said just as he said it, with 
what do you begin the sentence, and what marks do you put 
before and after his words ? Do you find these marks in the 
lesson ? 


LXXXV. THE PARROT. 

PART II. 

1. Polly was very polite. When not cross, 
she would always say to any one who came 
near her, " How do you do ? ^^ and seemed to 
notice it if no answer were given. 

2. One thing greatly pleased her. Her 
cage was hung over the street door. She 
would drop pieces of bread on the ground 
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and whistle until the dogs came running to 
the bread. 

3. Just as they were going to eat it she 
would scream, ^^Get out, dogs!^^ and they 
would run oflF, while she sat and laughed in 
her strange way. 

4. She was fond of children, and would 
talk to them when they stopped and bade her 
good morning. 

5. They brought her many a nice bit of 
food, and she thanked them with, ^^Good 
boys!'' ^^Good girls!'' 

6. Sometimes she heard a strange word 
which seemed to please her. She would 
listen every time it was spoken, and you 
could see that she was watching for it. 

7. As soon as she heard it she would drop 
her head, and apparently try to say it her- 
self 

8. Days and even weeks after this, when 
perhaps we had all forgotten about it, Polly 
would suddenly shout the word in great 
glee, and would say it over and over again. 

9. But she never learned a word of more 
than two syllables, and seemed vexed if we 
tried to teach her longer words. 
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1. Polite, whistle, scream, syllables, apparently, glee, listen. 

2. Where did the cage hang ? How did Polly call the 
dogs? How did she drive them away ? How did she learn 
new words ? What is a syllable ? How many syllables are 
there in listen f in breakfast f Give a word of three syllables. 


LXXXVI. THE CHRISTMAS CANARY. 

1. One Christmas morning, when Annie 
Miller awoke, she saw hanging near the bed 
a nice cage, and in the cage was a beautiful 
canary bird. 

2. Annie called the canary ^^ Christmas/^ 
and the little bird soon learned to know his 
name, and would fly round the cage and 
chirp loudly whenever he saw his little mis- 
tress or heard her calling him. 

3. He soon grew so tame that Annie could 
take him • out of the cage, and he would 
perch on her finger or fly about the room 
without the least fear. 

4. One day he happened to rest on the pin- 
cushion, and, seeing the little pin-heads on 
the red surface of the cushion, he began to 
peck at them. 

5. Soon he pulled one out of the cushion 
and dropped it over the side of the table. 

13 
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Something about this seemed to please Christ- 
mas, for he began to pull pin after pin from 
the cushion and to drop them on the floor. 
6. From this time, the minute his cage 
door was opened he flew to the pincushion, 



and never stopped working till every pin lay 
on the carpet. 

7. One day Mr. Miller made a little wooden 
well, and fastened it outside of the cage. 
Then he made a bucket out of a little nut, 
and tied a string to it so that the bird could 
reach the string. 
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8. In a very few days Christmas had learned 
to draw the bucket from the well, holding 
the string with his feet while he drank from 
the bucket the water he had earned. 

9. Then Mr. Miller made a little car to run 
on a railroad from the cage, and fastened a 
string to the car, which was filled with 
seed for the bird to eat. 

10. Christmas was soon pulling away at the 
string, and it was not long before he was 
eating the seeds, which he seemed to like 
better than those in his cage. 

11. One day, when Annie went to take 
Christmas out of the cage, the bird seemed 
to be quite dead ; but when Annie laid him 
on the table he sprang to his feet, and hop- 
ping to the pincushion, which was full of 
pins, began his work as usual. 

12. After this Christmas often made believe 
dead when he wanted Annie to open the 
cage, but how he learned to do this Annie 
never knew. 

13. She always said that Christmas was the 
best gift that she ever had received from 
Santa Klaus, and the bird was as fond of 
his little mistress as she was of him. 
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1. Hanging, canary, learned, chirp, cushion, wooden, 
square, bucket, earned, usual, believe. 

2. Are canary birds natives of America ? ** Made believe '* 
means what ? 


LXXXVII. THE COUNTRY HOME. 
PAKT I. 

1. Lucy and Mary lived in the country. 
Their home was a large square house. It 
stood quite a distance from the road, and 
there was a nice yard in front of it. 

2. In the yard .were two large elm trees, 
and on one of them there was a good swing. 

3. In the summer time a great many birds 
built nests in the trees. From one of the 
windows in the house the children could look 
down into the cunningest little nest. 

4. There were three tiny eggs in it, and 
the bright-eyed little mother-bird would sit 
and look at them and sing away as happy as 
any bird ever was. 

5. In another part of the tree was a 
strange nest hanging down from a limb, and 
rocking in the wind like a cradle. 

6. An oriole had built this nest years 
before, and had come back every spring, 
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after its winter trip south, to repair it and 
live in it again. 

7. At least, the children thought that it was 
the very same bird, as it seemed to know all 
about the place, and to feel quite at home 
there in its old nest. 

8. A broad path led from the gate to the 



house, and near this path there were many 
beautiful flowers. 

9. The rest of the yard was covered with 
soft grass, with a dandelion here and there 
showing its yellow face above the green 
leaves. 
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10. The girls always liked to play in the 
yard. It was so very pleasant to sit on the 
grass or to swing high in the air. 

1. Square, cunningest, another, spring, trip, repair, dande- 
lions, oriole. 

2. Close your eyes. Can you see this house ? Tell how it 
is painted, how many doors and windows are in sight. De- 
scribe the yard, trees, fence, walk, flowers, and anything else 
you can see with your eyes shut. Did you ever see a square 
house ? If one side is longer than another, is the house square ? 
Draw a square. Write sentences containing the words square, 
trip, spring. Why is the oriole sometimes called the golden 

roiinf 

^ 

LXXXVIH. "OUR FATHER." 

1. We praise Thee for the morning light, 
We thank Thee for the rest of night; 
Now hear us, Father, as we pray. 
And grant us all Thy love this day. 

2. The flowers are planted by Thy care. 

On Thee the birds depend; 
And we will also trust in Thee, 
Our loving Father-friend. 

3. In every one with whom we meet, 

May we a brother see, 
And fill the flying hours full 
Of kindly deeds for Thee. 
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1. Depend, praise, grant, planted, flying, deeds. 

2. Why does Thee begin with a capital ? What does rest 
mean ? What other meaning has rest 9 Learn these stanzas. 


LXXXIX. THE COUNTRY HOME. 

PART II. 

1. The children had many pets, but they 
hked best of all the big Newfoundland dog, 
who seemed to know so much more than 
most dogs, and whose special duty it was to 
keep the gate closed. 

2. Bose was always watching, and knew 
that it was his place to look after it. If any 
one carelessly left it open, the dog never 
had to be told of it. 

3. Whenever this happened, Bose would 
run directly in front of the careless person, 
give a short bark as if to call attention to 
the fault, and then run and close the gate. 

4. You would think him a wonderful dog 
if you knew half the things he did. Years 
before this, when the children were very 
small, he had been taught not to let them go 
out into the road; and if they went to the 
gate, Bose would stand against it, and they 


200 SECOND READER, 

could neither pull nor drive nor coax him 
away from his post. 

5. They would beat him with their tiny 
fists, and pull his long hair, or tempt him 
with a nice bit of food, but all in vain. 

6. He knew his duty, and stood patiently 
but firmly against the gate until they got 
tired of trying to get out and went back to 
their play. 

7. Their mother knew it was always safe 
to leave them with Bose. No wonder they 
loved him more than all the other dumb 
friends they had, though the cats and the 
birds and the squirrels all came in for a 
share of their love and care. 


1. Newfoundland, special, duty, Bose {Boz), directly, atten- 
tion, fault, neither, coax, tempt, patiently, dumb. 

2. What three words are in '* Newfoundland ^^ ? What is 
a dumb animal ? What is the sound of ti in attention and 
patiently? Group the words in the fourth paragraph. 
Change duty to make it mean more than one. What sound 
has ci in special f 

XC. THE LOOSE SHOE. 

1. One morning as George and Lucy were 
riding their ponies, George noticed that his 
pony was lame. 
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2. There was a blacksmith^s shop not far 
away, and George had the smith look at the 
pony^s foot to see why he limped. 

3. "The shoe is loose/^ said the smith, 
"and needs resetting/^ 



4. Then he led the pony into his little 
shop, and was soon busily at work taking 
off the loose shoe. 

6. Lucy had never seen a horse shod, and 
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she watched the smith as he cut oflF pieces 
of the hoof, shaped the shoe and fitted it to 
the foot, and then drove long nails through 
the holes in the iron shoe into the hoof, to 
hold the shoe in place. 

6. As they rode home she told George how 
frightened she was when the smith began to 
drive the nails into the pony^s hoof, and 
asked him why horses were shod. 

7. '' Many animals,^^ said George, " have 
hoofs of horn. The horse's hoof is in one 
piece, but the hoofs of the oxen, the cows, 
the sheep, and the pigs are in two pieces. 

8. ^^The horse and the ox have to work, 
and are driven over the hard roads. With- 
out shoes their hoofs would soon be spoiled. 

9. ^^The cows and sheep walk on the soft 
pasture land, and do not need shoes. 

10. ^^The horses that are driven over the 
stone pavements of the city streets soon 
spoil their feet, even when shod with heavy 
iron shoes. Without shoes they could not 
work for a single day.'^ 


1. Blacksmith, limped, resetting, shod, hoofs, pavements. 

2. Change ^owy to make it mean more than one. Put the 
mark of possession after the word meaning more than one, 
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and pronounce the word. Did you ever notice animUls' feet ? 
What animals have hoofs ? What word in the lesson is made 
from set f What does re mean in resetting f Did the smith 
shoe the pony ? 

XCI. THE COUNTRY HOME. 

PAKT III. 

1. Mr. Mason was Lucy's father. He was 
a farmer, and had a large farm. 

2. There was a great barn near the house, 
and a yard in front of the barn. In the barn 
were horses and cows and pigs and hens and 
two great oxen. There was food enough 
for them all. 

3. The scaffolds were loaded with the 
different kinds of hay. The bins were full 
of corn and meal and oats. 

4. The horses and the cows and the pigs 
and the hens and the oxen would all eat 
corn and meal and oats, but the hens and 
the pigs would not eat hay. 

5. When the grass was green in the pas- 
ture, the cows and the sheep were turned out 
to eat it. 

6. They liked this much better than the 
dry hay, and would hunt up the places where 
the sweetest grass grew. 
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7. The horses and oxen had to work, but 
when they could get into the pasture they 
enjoyed the grass as much as the cows did. 

8. The hens would pick a bit of grass now 
and then, but they liked to be in the pasture 
to catch the grasshoppers and the many tiny 
creatures that live among the grass. 

9. But the pigs always had to stay in their 
pen, and, indeed, they were so lazy that 
they did not care to be turned out with 
the other animals. They did no work, but 
ate and slept and grew fat. Strange to say, 
this was just what Farmer Mason wished 
them to do. 

10. But all the animals were useful in some 
way. Mr. Mason took many pleasant drives 
with the swift road horses, while the strong 
draft horses and the oxen would work all day 
dragging the plow or drawing heavy loads. 

11. The cows gave great pailfuls of milk, 
the hens laid eggs and brought up many 
chickens, and the sheep, while they did not 
work like the oxen, gave up willingly their 
thick coat of fine wool every summer, to be 
sold and made into clothing, and carpets, 
and blankets, and many other things. 
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1. Pasture, grasshopper, loaded, bins, sweetest, grew, en- 
joyed, creatures, scaffolds, lazy, draft. 

2. What was in the barn ? What do horses eat ? How do 
they drink ? How do hens drink ? Change oxen to make it 
mean only one. Change child to make it mean more than 
one. Grasshopper is made of what words ? What does the 
er mean ? When er is added to hop, what other change is 
made ? How many kinds of pens do you know ? How many 
kinds of drafts f 


XCII. TIME. 
PART II. 

1. '^Thirty days have September, 

April, June, and November ; 
AU the rest have thirty-one 
But February, which has, alone. 
For three years, twenty-eight in line, 
And in the fourth year, twenty-nine/^ 

2. '' Now I see,'' said Henry, " that twelve 
months make a year, but that the months do 
not all have the same number of days/' 

3. ^' Then, there are three hundred and 
sixty-five days in each year for three years, 
and the fourth year has one day more," said 
Robert. ^^If I had been born on February 
twenty-ninth, I should have had but two 
birthdays so far, and I am ten years old. 
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4. ^^ And it would be eight years after 1896 
before I should have another birthday, as 
1900 is not a leap year. Once in a very great 
while February has only twenty-eight days 
for seven years, and then, on the eighth 
year, it has twenty-nine again/^ 

5. ^^Then,'^ said Henry, "there are always 
sixty seconds in a minute, sixty minutes in an 
hour, twenty-four hours in a day, seven days 
in a week, and twelve months in a year. 
But there is not always the same number 
of days in a month, nor the same number of 
days in a year/^ 

6. "I think that is right, ^^ said Robert, " and 
that, while the length of the day and night, 
measured by the light and the darkness, 
is not the same at different times in the 
year, or on different places on the earth, the 
arithmetic day, week, month, and year are 
the same everywhere/^ 

1. September, February, November, April, difference, 
number, measured, darkness. 

2. Why do clocks mark only twelve hours ? How many 
hands does a watch have ? What do the hands show ? 
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This list contains words (suited to this grade) whose letters cannot be 
known from the pronunciation. These words should be learned so thor- 
oughly, by constant practice, orally and in writing, that every pupil 
can write each word mechanically in a sentence. If he has to stop and 
think, even if he finally spells correctly, he only half knows these words, 
and will always be troubled in using them. A few words should be 
learned each day. Review again and again. Let the pupil mark the 
sounds and silent letters, and mention the difficulties. Thus : " New, 
n, e, w. ew has the sound of ii. It means not old. Knew, k, n, e, w, 
is pronounced like new, and k is silent. It means, did know.'^ 

Correct pronunciation, distinct enunciation, exact, rapid spelling, 
careful analysis, and constant repetition will prove the value of this list. 


again 
S,etion 
ate 

a fraid' 
a mong' 
an' y wh^re 
aTsle 

an 6th' 6r 
Sn' Bw6r 
&ft' 6r wards 
aue' tion 
§1 read' y 
ap pear' 
finx' ious 
Sn' kle 
at ten' tion 
ftb' senge 
aehe 
a' proji 
bis euit 
be lieve' 
brdught 
be c^uge' 
beau' ti f ul 
broth' 6r 
be neath' 
build 
bi' 9y ele 


bids' som 
break' fast 
bedr 
breast 
bur' y 
busi' ness 
bii' reau 
eStch' ing 
€aught 
er^wlg 
€oat 
eried 
96r' tain 
€&r' ried 
elimbed 
er&ck 
€61' Or 
€up' bSard 
geil' ing 
€ap' i tal 
cher' rieg 
ehdir 
€or rSct' 
e6v' 6red 
cap' tain 
choose 
eon' duct 
eon di' tion 


eow'ard 

ea'gj^ 

€6n' stant 

6ar' \f 

erea' ture 

ddge 

edugh 

en' gine 

chew' ing 

Earned 

€u' ri ous 

en joyed' 

eush' i6n 

ei' thgr 

eun' ning 

e nough' 
f Sath' 6r§ 

eoax 

eflr'tain 

field 

d6e§ 

fast' ened 

dis' tange 

fr6nt 

ditch 

flour 

dai' §y 

flow' 6r 

dirt' y 

flight 

dif ' f6r enge 

fdtch 

dftugh' t6r 

fright' en 
f 6r ward 

di r^c' tion 

doubt 

fierQC 

de geive' 

failed 

dream 

fault 

dan' g6r ous 

FSb' ru a ry 

drew 

fdught 

dai' \y 

f6r'eign 

emp' ty 

f fir' ni ture 

^y' 6r y 

grow 

e' ven ing 

goeg 

each 

gugssed 
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grew 

g6ne 

giir' den 

guardg 

h6r i day 

half 

heard 


hur ried 
h6n' est 
h5n' 6r 
height 
hoarse 
hie' €ough 
i'dle 
in stSad' 
i' ron 
i' 91 €le 

i'ohx' ney 
:n5wr Mge 
kitch' en 
knew 
l^arn 
les' son 
laugh 
looked 
list' en 
leap 
leaf 
loge 
loose 
leak 
lin' ing 
limped 
m6l 6n§ 
meang 
m^ad' 6w 
mo' tion 
mount' ain 
moth' Sr 
min' ute 


m^a§' tire 
mar' riage 
mi li'tia 
mis spell' 
mos qui' to 
mus tache' 
mtis' gle 
nui' sange 
nick' el 
new 

neigh' bdr 
nei th6r 
none 
0' cean 
6ught 
6th' 6r§ 
5p' po gite 
5b' jects 
o' v6r 
o beyed' 
pdirg 
piege 
po ta' toeg 
plSag' ant 
pain 
pae' ture 
pic' ture 
po si' tion 
prAyer 
paint 
pa' tient 
praige 
plain' ly 
po lige' 
pflr' chase 
pauge 
pen' sion 
phy gi' 9ian 
qui' et 
qu^r' t6r 
quite 


ques' tion 
right 
rig' ing 
re' al ly 
raige 
read' y 
rea' gon 
roiigh 
reach ' 
reigng 
rai' gin 
r&th' 6r 
re pdir' 
sh&d' Ow 
stdirg 
spread 
slight 
speaks 
scig gSrg 
stepped 
syre 
showed 
sev' 6r al 
straight 
sea' gon 
sue 9eed' 
siir' fage 
scratch 
stretch 
seize 
see' ond 
seream 
syr la ble 
spS' cial 
sat' is fied 
si' \hxi(jQ 
sew 
spdnge 
taught 
thought 
tried 


t6ngue 

trolib' le 

treat 

torched 

truth' ful 

thief 

to gfith' er 

thr^adg 

to' wardg 

throat 

train 

tiiough 

through 

tea§' ing 

tied 

tired 

tin' €le 

u'guai 

vig' it Qr 

vin' e gar 

vein 

va' p6r 

val' ley 

va ca' tion 

wait' ed 

wr5ng 

w^ath' 6r 

wag' on 

win' dow 

w5rked 

whole 

wea' ry 

w6n dSr 

wSrse 

weight 

wealth 

whgtb' er 

Wedneg' day 

whis'tled 

wo' man 

wo' men 
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TEACHER'S NOTES. 

Unless you are familiar with this series, you will find it a great advan- 
tage to read carefully the Teachers' Notes in the Primer and First 
Reader, since system makes good work easier and often changes good to 
better. 

Take up the work as given in the tables pp. viii., ix., etc., go over 
rapidly such part of it as you find has been thoroughly finished in the 
lower grades, and then continue slowly, carefully, thoroughly, a little 
every day, until your pupils have mastered it all. 

On the first Reading Lesson, p. 15, take time enough to test the knowl- 
edge and ability of your pupils, so as to find what questions to ask, as 
well as what to omit, in future lessons. Some teachers repeat again and 
again the questions whose answers are as well known by the class as 
their own names. This is as bad as it would be to continue drilling 
on the alphabet after pupils were reading Milton. But there are cer- 
tain things that will always require constant drill. These are : (1) The 
ideas in the lesson, — the story— the instruction — the meaning. (3) The 
spelling. (3) The idioms and their equivalent. (4) Synonyms. .{5) 
Allusions to persons, places, things, history, natural history, etc. (6) The 
formation and derivation of words. (7) The construction of sentences. 
(8) Grouping words that should be read as a single word. (9) Rhetori- 
cal or Reading pauses. (10) Articulation. (11) Expression, — emphasis — 
inflection— tone — pitch — speed, etc. 

Of these 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 10, and 11 should be used in every lesson ; 8 and 
9 are inseparable. 

Do not confine yourself to the spelling lists, but be guided by the 
needs of the class in the words selected by yourself from the lesson and 
from the list for practice spelling, pages 207 and 208. 

Do not give up marking sounds and silent letters until the necessity 
for it is no longer felt. The exercises given after each lesson are guides 
for teacher and pupil, and, in the entire series, form a complete outline 
of work, which, well done, will prove of great value ; but teachers should 
go beyond this, until classes can easily cover the points suggested in 1, 
2, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11, and in this grade, to a limited extent, the easier 
part of the work indicated under 3, 4, 6, and 7. A few suggestions are 
added below on the lessons. 

Lesson I. Under the questions in 2, the italic indicates a very profit- 
able exercise, e. g., " Was the room noisy f " Ans. , * ' The room was quiet. " 

14 Becoud Reader. 
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This is defining by opposites. *' Were the children idle f" Ans., ** The 
boys and girls were busy." This defines *' children" by a phrase, and 
idle by its opposite. " Did the hen stand close by the teacher ?" Ans., 
"The hen stood near the teacher." This defines a phrase by a word, 
and changes a verb form of question to a verb form of statement. Is 
this a fable, a parable, or a story ? Why ? Always have the lesson told 
in the pupil's own way, with books closed, before it is read aloud. The 
picture is a part of the lesson. 

Lesson II. Talk about different birds, their habits, songs, nests, etc. 

Lesson III. Have all script copied carefully. 

Lessons IV., V. Talk about the earth, what lives on land, what in 
water, why it is not all land, etc. 

Lesson VI. Ask questions (and have each pupil write the answers), as 
was done under Lesson II., to bring out the entire prose thought of the 
poem. 

Lessons VII., VIII. Talk about the fish known by your pupils. Let 
pupils tell about them. Have they scales ? fins ? hands ? teeth ? etc. 

Lesson X. Where, in winter, is grass green ? Is it cold in winter 
everywhere ? Talk about useful animals. Were cows in America when 
Columbus came here ? Were horses here then ? 

Lesson XI. Why do we want to know the time ? Can you guess it 
from the sun ? 

Lesson XIII. Question on points of the compass till each pupil can 
point to the "four quarters" of the horizon as requested. The uses of 
the compass. Why do you want to know direction ? 

Lesson XIV. Talk about useful plants, how they grow, where they 
grow, what we eat, what parts we eat, could we live without plants? etc. 

Lessons XV., XVI. Do birds know their own eggs?— their own 
young ? Useful birds, differences in birds, etc. 

Lesson XVII. Do you wear wool ? Do you wear cotton ? Which is 
the warmer ? Does cotton grow on animals ? What else do you wear 
besides cotton and wool ? 

Lessons XVIII. and XIX. Do birds ever pretend in this way ? Com- 
pare the prose and poetry. In developing parts of speech use notm 
instead of name-wordy verb instead of action-word, etc., if you prefer to 
do so. 

Lesson XX. In making words from other words, have the change of 
meaning or of time given, e. g., ** fasten, by adding ed the word shows 
past time, ing shows continued action ; unfastened means not fastened," 
etc. 
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Lesson XXI. Have pupils learn this poem. 

Lesson XXII. Have the quotation marks left out, and the sentences 
changed so as to be correct without them. Change paragraph 10 to direct 
statement, with quotation marks. 

Lessons XXIV. and XXV. Drill on compound words. Always distin- 
guish between entirely different meanings of the same word, and synony- 
mous meanings. Also between words pronounced - the same but spelled 
differently (e. g., hide = to conceal^ and Hide = the skin of an animal), 
but do not go beyond the ability of the class by using uncommon words 
(e.g., hied = went. But pane and pain are properly taught in Lesson 
XXIIL). 

Lesson XXVI. Bring out the thought of this lesson, and enforce it. 
Some boys see with their brains, and others with their eyes only. 

Lesson XXIX. A few Outlines are given from this point simply as a 
guide to the teacher. Previously, questions have brought out the meaning. 
Now the two forms should be combined. First, question on the lesson. 
Second, have the Outline filled in orally. Third, have pupils fill it in 
writing. 

Lesson XXX. Make an Outline unth pupils. This lesson and the next 
give opportunity for talks about climates and peoples. Encourage 
pupils to read outside of the class about the subject of the lesson. Let 
them tell or read to the class what they have learned about it ; thus, in 
Lesson XXXI., let the pupils tell of the Esquimaux dogs, huts, children's 
dress, and anything they can find out about the Northland. This en- 
courages research, and cultivates expression and reading. 

Lesson XXXV. Have the pupils tell or write this lesson as a story. 
Thus, "There was once a little girl named Nellie. She lived in the 
country. One day, when she was going to school," etc. 

Lesson XXXVI. Kinds of boats, kinds of ships ; their uses ; where 
they go. 

Lesson XXXVIII. This outline is like a memorandum. Use both the 
formal and this in different lessons, as you have time. 

Lesson XXXIX. Always try to make children love their country ; 
interest them in its history, tell them stories of its noble men and 
women. 

Lessons XLI. and XLII. You will notice that there is a great variety in 
these lessons. Children, like older people, get tired of sameness. Make 
your work as varied as the lessons. If you can teach from nature, the 
leaf and flower and bark, you have opened an unlimited source of 
knowledge for the pupils. 
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Lesson XLIV. What animals can be easiest taught ? Tricks of ani- 
mals. Do they know words ? 

Lesson XL VI. Kindness to animals is a needed lesson. Enforce it 
by story and moral. 

Lesson XLVIIL Under 3 is a memorandum outline in script, brief 
and simple. Have it extended by pupils. 

Lessons L., Lll., LIV., LV., LVI., LVII., LVIIL These lessons on the 
sun and moon should be carefully illustrated with the globe, etc. Pupils 
should be led to find out and tell about the sun, moon, and stars. Are 
they inhabited ? How far away ? Do they give light ? etc. What the 
** sky " is. Is it " held up " by anything ? 

Lesson LIX. Have pupils learn this lesson. Talk about a fort, how 
built, what for, how a fort is ** stormed," what this fort is, etc. 

Lessons LX. , LXIV. , and LXV. These are * * character lessons. " Show 
the difference between boys, which character is best. Don't discourage 
bravery, even in a dare, but show how it can be better proven and used. 

Lesson LXVIII Have each pupil write, fold, and address a letter, 
telling what he has done for a fcF days. 

Lessons LXX., LXXL, and LXXII. Teach observation of simple 
things around us. The habits of animals cannot be too closely watched 
and studied. 

Lesson LXXXI. The distinctions between a fable, a parable, a story, 
and history are easily understood by a child. A story is not told to be 
believed, but it is told aa if it were to he believed, and while it may teach 
a lesson, the incidents are the main points. A parable tells incidents as 
if they were true, but is not told to be believed, the lesson, as in a fable, 
being the main point ; but the incidents of a parable might be true, while 
the incidents of a fable cannot be true. 

Lessons LXXXII. and XCII. Show why it is necessary to have an 
"arithmetic day," — the day and night in various places — uses of watches 
and clocks — how we could get along without them — what were used 
before they were made, etc. 

By developing the Reading Lesson in this way, you will give it its 
proper place as the most important, as well as the foundation, of all 
school work. 


To avoid fine, this book should be returned on 
or before the date last stamped below 


-C 


BALCOr^Y COLLCCnOd 
CURRICULUM LIBRAfffi 




'fii 


(W 





A.- 588590 



•fj^^si 



